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Ch.1                                               ASIA 

 

 

Introduction: 

Asia is the largest of the five continents on Planet Earth in area 
and population. The term Asia refers conventionally to the 
eastern portion of the Eurasian landmass plus the island country 
of Japan and the island nations of Maritime Southeast Asia. 

The continent is situated almost entirely north of the equator 
except for some Southeast Asian islands. Asia is connected to 
Africa by the Isthmus of Suez and borders Europe (part of the 
same landmass) along the Ural Mountains and across the 
Caspian Sea. 

Asia is the largest of all the continents and includes an area of 
44,444,100 sq km which is about 33 per cent of the world's total 
land surface and the greater part of the Eurasian landmass. 
Excepting some of the islands of Indonesian lies entirely in the 
Northern Hemisphere. 

The total population of Asia in 2020 was 4,643 million, which is likely to be 4,714 million in 2025 and 5,262 million in 
2050. About 37 percent of the total population of Asia is urban. The Asian countries are usually grouped into five main 
geographical and politico-cultural sub-divisions: 

It is located primarily in the Eastern and 
Northern Hemispheres. 
 
The Equator, Tropic of Cancer and Arctic Circle 
passes through it. 
 
It is separated from Africa by the Red Sea and 
Suez Canal. 
 
14 of the tallest mountains in the world can be 
found in Asia, and they are all over 8000 
meters above the sea. 
 
It is separated from North America by Berling 
Strait. 
Arabian Peninsula is the largest Peninsula in 
the World. 
 
The deepest trench of the world: Mariana 
Trench lies in the Pacific Ocean near 
Philippines. 
 
Pamir Plateau is known as 'Roof of the World' 
situated in the Central Asia. 
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1. Southwest Asia, which includes Afghanistan, Bahrain, Cyprus, Iran, Iraq, Israel,Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia, Yemen plus Turkey (on both sides of the Sea of Marmara in Asia and Europe), and Egypt, east of Suez 
Canal (Sinai peninsula). 

2. South Asia, which includes Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka (formerly Ceylon). 
3. Southeast Asia, which includes Brunei, Myanmar (formerly Burma), Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Philippines, 

Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. 
4. East Asia, which includes China, Japan, North Korea, South Korea and Taiwan. 
5. Central Asia, which includes all of Siberia and the Russian republics in Asia (Kazakhstan, Kirghizia, Tajikistan, 

Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan). 

Extent 

• Latitudinally. Asia stretches across all the heat zones of the Earth. 
• Extending from ION of the Equator (the steaming evergreen jungles. 

where heal, rain and humidity are the highest on the globe/ to SON, 
the northern most part of the continent lies within the frozen arctic 
region. 

• We find all the three important latitudes passing through this 
continent. Equator. 23.50 N – Tropic of Cancer and 66.50 N -Arctic 
Circle.Longitudinally; it stretches from 25°E along the Mediterranean 
shore of Asia Minor to 1700 E meridian in the Bering Strait. 

• This works out to difference in longitude. 
• 15' difference in longitude brings about one hour difference in lime. 

Therefore 165" difference in 
• Longitude brings about 165; 15-11 hours difference. 
• Thus when it is 12 noon Sunday in Asia Minor. It is II p.m. Sunday at 

the Bering Sea Coast. 

Boundaries: 

• To the north of Asia lies the Arctic Ocean, to the east the Pacific 
Ocean, to the west the Mediterranean Sea and to the south lies the 
Indian Ocean. 

• Ural Mountains and Ural river, Caspian Sea, Caucasus Mountain and 
Black Sea separate it from Europe. 

• Red Sea and the Suez Canal separate it from Africa, The Bering Strait 
separates it from North America  

Landscape : 

Some of the highest, lowest and coldestplaces on Earth are found in 
Asia. MountEverest in the Himalayas is the highest, theDead Sea in the 
west is the lowest and thefrozen wastes of northern Siberia are 
amongthe coldest.  

The Northern Asia is made up ofold mountains and ancient stable 
plateaus. TheJagged Himalayan mountains dominate thecentral part 
of the continent along with the plateau of Tibet, which stretches north 
intoChina.  

In south-east Asia, there are many is-lands. Volcanoes and earthquakes are commonand some of the islands are 
volcanically formed. 

As the planet’s largest continent. 

Asia covers about 30 percent of the 

wades landmass and includes 

44 countries end assorted islands 

end/or dependencies.The continent 

includes the world's most 

populated countries. China and 

India: the world's longest coastline, 

the world's deepest lake: Lake 

Baikal. and some of the most 

important rivers on the planet. 

Asia's and world's highest point Mt 

Everest (8.850m) 

Asia's and world', lowest point, 

Dead Sea (392m below sea level) 

Continent Size: 44.579.000 so km 

Percent of Earth's Lan& 30% 

 

 

South of the Bering Strait is the 

Bering Sea. 

The Kamchatka Peninsula shuts in 

the Sea of Okhotsk. 

There is the Sea of Japan and the 

Yellow Sea which get its name from 

the yellowish loess washed into it by 

the Yellow river. 

There are the East and South China 

Seas. 

The South China Sea is a busy trade 

route.The Gulf of Oman and the 

Persian Gulf are the inlets between 

Arabia and Iran. 

The Suez Canal which has been built 

on the Isthmus of Suez. joins the 

Red Sea with the Mediterranean 

Sea. 
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The Arabian peninsula and mountainousIranian plateau are divided by the Gulf, fed bythe Tigris and Euphrates rivers. 
Further east,the land begins to rise, the mountains spreading to north of the plateau of Tibet and Southof the 
Himalayas.  

The plain of the south of theHimalayas are drained by the Indus and Gangesand to the east of the plateau of Tibet the 
Yellow River. 

In the far north of Asia, the land is permanently frozen which is known as "Permafrost".Asia is watered by many great 
rivers. India'sGanges has its source high in the Himalayas. 

Tropical forests blanket the landscape acrossmuch of Southeast Asia especially in Burma, Thailand and islands of 
Borneo, Celebes, Java and Sumatra. The "Takla Makan" is one of theseveral deserts in Central Asia. 

Political Feature : 

In Asia there is the existence of various traditions, people and culture. The breakup of Soviet Union, which once 
stretched south from Russia to Iran produced the new Central Asian Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. The countriesin southwest Asia are mainly Muslim, but aredivided by religious 
difference and conflict. 

India is the world's largest democracy while China is a communist power. China and North Korea have been governed 
by strict communist government since the late 1940s. In 1991, people in the Soviet Union rejected communism and 
elected the first non-communist government after almost 70 years. During the Soviet Era, the Islamic faith and culture 
in Central Asia were actively suppressed. 

Seas of Asia: 

Asia is caught between two huge oceans, the Indian Ocean to the west and the Pacific to the east. In between is a 
complex geography of land & water that has given rise to some of the most fascinating & species rich seas on our 
planet. 
 
Much of the geography of south-east Asia is dictated by the Pacific Ring of Fire, a geologically active zone around the 
edges of the Pacific, that encompasses the region and shapes the landscape, producing volcanoes, mountains, island 
chains & trenches. 
 
This complex geography has also produced 15 unique seas and many straits, which between them comprise the most 
complex & diverse eco-system on the planet. 

PERSIAN GULF 

This inland sea of some 251,000 square kilometres (96,912 sq mi) is connected to the Gulf of Oman in the east by the 
Strait of Hormuz; and its western end is marked by the major river delta of the Shatt al-Arab, which carries the waters 
of the Euphrates and the Tigris. Its length is 989 kilometres (615 miles), with Iran covering most of the northern coast 
and Saudi Arabia most of the southern coast. The Persian Gulf is about 56 km (35 mi) wide at its narrowest, in the 
Strait of Hormuz. The waters are overall very shallow, with a maximum depth of 90 metres (295 feet) and an average 
depth of 50 metres (164 feet). 

Countries with a coastline on the Persian Gulf are (clockwise, from the north): Iran; Oman’s exclave Musandam; the 
United Arab Emirates; Saudi Arabia; Qatar, on a peninsula off the Saudi coast; Bahrain, on an island; Kuwait; and Iraq in 
the northwest. Various small islands also lie within the Persian Gulf, some of which are the subject of territorial 
disputes between the states of the region. 
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Caspian Sea: 

The Caspian Sea is the largest enclosed inland body of water on Earth by area, variously classed as the world’s largest 
lake or a full-fledged sea. It is in an endorheic basin (a basin without outflows) located between Europe and Asia. 

The Caspian Sea is bordered on the northwest by Russia, on the northeast by Kazakhstan, on the west by Azerbaijan, 
on the southeast by Turkmenistan, and on the south by Iran. It is classified as both a sea and a lake, and it is the 
largest enclosed inland body of water in the world. 

1. Azerbaijan 
2. Iran 
3. Kazakhstan 
4. Russia 
5. Turkmenistan 

RED SEA 

The Red Sea (also the Erythraean Sea) is a seawater inlet of the Indian Ocean, lying between Africa and Asia. The 
connection to the ocean is in the south through the Bab el Mandeb strait and the Gulf of Aden. To the north lie the 
Sinai Peninsula, the Gulf of Aqaba, and the Gulf of Suez (leading to the Suez Canal). The sea is underlain by the Red 
Sea Rift which is part of the Great Rift Valley. 

The salinity of the Red Sea is greater than the world average, approximately 4 percent.  

➢ This is due to several factors: 
➢ Lack of significant rivers or streams draining into the sea. 
➢ Limited connection with the Indian Ocean, which has lower water salinity. 
➢ High rate of evaporation and very little precipitation. 

The six countries bordering the Red Sea proper are: 

Eastern shore: 
 

• Saudi Arabia 
• Yemen 

 
Western shore: 
  

• Egypt 
• Sudan 
• Eritrea 
• Djibouti 

ARAL SEA: 

The Aral Sea was an endorheic lake lying between Kazakhstan (Aktobe and Kyzylorda Regions) in the north and 
Uzbekistan (Karakalpakstan autonomous region) in the south. The name roughly translates as “Sea of Islands”, 
referring to over 1,100 islands that once dotted its waters; in the Turkic languages aral means “island, archipelago”. 

South China Sea 

The South China Sea is a marginal sea that is part of the Pacific Ocean, encompassing an area from the Karimata and 
Malacca Straits to the Strait of Taiwan of around 3,500,000 square kilometres (1,400,000 sq mi). The area’s importance 
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largely results from one-third of the world’s shipping sailing through its waters and that it is believed to hold huge oil 
and gas reserves beneath its seabed. 

It is located south of China; east of Vietnam and Cambodia; northwest of the Philippines; east of the Malay peninsula 
and Sumatra, up to the Strait of Malacca in the western, and north of the Bangka–Belitung Islands and Borneo 

Regions of Asia 

Asia is a vast continent and is divided into the following regions: 

1. South West Asia- This region lies in the middle of the east and is referred to as the 'Middle East'. It includes Saudi 
Arabia. Iran, Iraq and 16thanistaii. This region and Europe are collectively referred to as Western Eurasia. 

2. Southern Asia: This region includes India. Pakistan. Nepal. Bhutan. Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. On account of India’s 
vast area, It is  called the Indian Sub-Continent. 

3. South East Asia: This region includes Malaysia. Singapore. Burma. Kampuchea, Vietnam and the Philippines. 

4. East Asia: This is referred to as the Far East and the regions are China, Japan, Kora and Taiwan. 

5. Northern Asia. This region is also known as the Soviet Asia because it includes the vast area of Asian part of the 
Soviet Union. 

6. High Asia. This region includes the lands of Central Asia. such as. Tibet. Sikiang and Mongolia. 

Asia—A Continent of Contrasts 

Asia is often referred to as a continent of contrasts or a land of diversities for the following reasons: 

Relief of Asia: 

It Contains the world's highest peak known as Mount Everest, which is 8.848 metres above the sea level. In contrast to 
it the lowest part of the land's earth surface the Dead Sea, 394 metres below sea level also lies in Asia. The Challenger 
Deep (10911m) in the Mariana Trench near the Philippine is much deeper than the height of Everest. 

Climate:  

The coldest inhabited place is Verkhoyansk in Siberia, where the winter temperature falls to -50°C. In contrast to it the 
hottest place in Asia Term Tzvi ( Israel) also lies in Asia (hottest temperature recorded on earth 53.90c. The rainiest 
place in the world is Cherrapunji and Mawsynram, both in Meghalaya. They get 1080 centimetres of rain in a year. At 
the same time places like Arabia and the Thar Desert are the driest parts of the Earth. 

Vegetation:  

Impenetrable thick equatorial forests of Malaysia and Indonesia in contrast to the barren wasteland of the hot deserts 
of the Arabian and Thar. The temperate deserts of Gobi and the Siberian Deserts of the Arctic Shore. 

Rivers:  

Asia has some of the world's largest and mightiest rivers like the Ganga and the Brahmaputra as well as small ones. 
Like Salween a major river in Myanmar, draining into the Andaman Sea. The Sundarban delta is the largest in the 
world. 

Lakes:  

It has the world's largest salt lake in the continent, the Caspian Sea. There are also fresh water lake like, Lake Baikal in 
Siberia, the deepest and also comparatively smaller lake: like, Wullar in Kashmir. 
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Religion:  

Asia is the birth place of great religions like. Judaism. Christianity and Islam from the Mediterranean lands; 
Confucianism from China; Hinduism. Buddhism and Jainism from India. Ancient 

Civilisation:  

The ancient rivet valley civilisation of Asia arc the Mesopotamian, Indus Valley and the Chinese. The Chinese civilisation 
has unbroken historic records to the present day. 

People: 

When we compare the life of the people, we find Japan the most developed part of the world, where most people live 
in cities, while countries like Afghanistan and Mongolia come under least developed countries where people still live in 
villages and hamlets. We also find nomads in India. Mongolia and other parts of Asia. It has the highest density of 
population in Java, yet, the dead heart of Siberia in Russia has practically no population. 

Agricultural practices are advanced in countries like India and China, vet food gathering is still practised by some tribes 
in the deep forests like Onges (Andamans) 

There are also contrasts in the development of languages Languages like Tamil, Japanese, Chinese and Arabic are rich 
in literature and language. while. some have only dialects with no scripts. 

Hence it is rightly called the 'Continent of Contrasts'. Extremes are caused mainly because of its location and the vast 
extent of its landmass 

Physical Features 

➢ Asia covers 43.942.000 square kilometers or 30 per cent of the world's land area. 
 

➢ Thus. according to relief, it can be divided into five divisions 

1. The Northern Lowlands 

2. The Central Mountain Mass 

3. The Plateaus of the South 

4. The River Valleys 

5. The Eastern and South Eastern Island group. 

1. The Northern Lowlands 

➢ To the north of Asia. sloping towards the Arctic Ocean lies the vast Siberian Plain. 
➢ It is roughly triangular in shape, the Ural Mountains and the Arctic Ocean forming the two sides and the Central 

Mountains the base. 
➢ It stretches from the Urals in the west to the 
➢ Three Mountains from Pamir Knot are Hindukush, Kunlun and Himalayas. Some long rivers start from Central 

Highlands and flow northward. They are the Ob, Yenisey and Lena. 
➢ In spring, when the snow on the mountains from where they originate, melts the volume of water in them in increases. 
➢ Since their mouths are still blocked by the Arctic ice, they overflow their bunks forming vast swamps. 
➢ To the south of the Urals, a small part of this plain is different from the rest as it is a basin of inland drainage known as 

the Turan Plain. 
➢ It is drained by the two rivers, the Syr Darya and the Amu Darya which flow into the Aral Sea. 
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2. The Central Mountain Mass 

➢ The heart of Asia is made up of great young fold mountain ranges and high plateaus. 
➢ These form the largest mountainous areas in the world and they seem to radiate like spokes from the hub of a wheel. 
➢ There are two hubs or knots 'the Pamir Knot North of India and Armenian Knot in the western part of Asia Minor. 

Mountains from Pamir Knot 

➢ Southeastwards from the Pamir Knot stretch the Himalayas. Karakoram and Kunlun Mountains. To the north of these in 
a west to east direction running eastwards  the most southerly of the fold mountains are the Himalayas. 

➢ The Himalayas extend southwards in the north eastern part of India and run through Myanmar (Burma) as the Arakan 
Yoma  into the Malay Peninsula and continue into the Indonesia Archipelago as submarine ranges. Mount Everest and 
Mount K arc the highest peaks in the Himalayas. 

➢ There are a number of passes in the Himalayas - the famous one being the Khyber Pass in Afghanistan and the Nathu 
La and Shipki La passes, the gateways to Tibet from India. 

Mountain from Armenian Knot: 

➢ Eastwards along the south of the Caspian Sea, the Elbruz Mountains run to the Hindu Kush. 
➢ From the Armenian Knot towards the west extend the Pontie and Taurus Mountains which are the northern and 

southern ranges of Turkey with the Plateau of Anatolia lying in between. 
➢ The Plateaus of Iran and Afghanistan arc other intermontane plateaus. 

 

3. The Plateaus of the South: 
 

➢ There are three plateaus. All three put into the sea forming peninsulas. 
➢ They are the Arabian Plateau, the Deccan Plateau and the Plateaus of Shan and Yunnan together known as the Plateau 

of Indochina. 
➢ While the Arabian Plateau is a hot desert the other two have been eroded by monsoon rains and cut into deep river 

valley, they are called "dissected plateau”. 
 

4. The River Valleys : 
 

➢ These are the most productive region of Asia. 
➢ These hate broad Rood plains and deltas, built up entirely of alluvium 
➢ The Ned is very fertile and vegetation easy: 
➢ These are the most densely populated regions of the world. 
➢ The river Tigris and Euphrates flow into the Persian Gulf, Indus. Ganga and Brahmaputra are of the 
➢ Indian peninsula; Irrawaddy and Salween of Myanmar: Menam and Mekong of South Last Asia. 
➢ The Chinese rivers are Xi Jiang, Chang Jiang and Huang Ho. 
➢ The River Amur is part of the boundary between China and C.I.S 
➢ River Clang hang is the longest river of Asia 

 
5. The Eastern and Southeastern Islands: 

 
➢ Innumerable islands are separated front each other and the mainland by straits and smaller seas. 
➢ The Japanese Islands, Philippines and the Islands of Indonesia are the large island groups. 
➢ Kamchatka, Korea and Malays  are peninsulas. 
➢ The busy ports of Singapore and Hong Kong are both islands. 
➢ Being part of the Pacific Ring of Fire, earthquakes and volcanoes occur frequently in this region. 
➢ The violent volcanic eruption of Karkatao which blew up an island and from its caldera raised a cone out of the sea is 

in the Sunda Strait between Sumatra and Java. 
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Drainage System 

➢ Though the rivers of Asia have their *Meet; in the Central Mountain Mass, they are grouped according to the seas they 
flow into This grouping is known as drainage system. In Asia we have the following drainage systems: 

➢ The Indian Ocean - Rivers Tigris and Euphrates flow into the Persian Gulf. The Indus, Gangs, Brahmputra, Irrawaddy 
and Salween into branches of the Indian Ocean. 

➢ The Pacific Ocean drainage consists of the Menam (Chao Praya), Mekong , Xi hang, Yang sikiang, Huang Ho and Amur. 
➢ The Arctic Ocean drainage consists of the three rivers of the north, Ob, Yenisey and Lena. 
➢ Inland drainage - River Jordan flows into the Dead Sea: Amu Darya and Syr Darya into the Aral Sea. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regional devisions of Asia: 

1. South West Asia: 
 
Landscape: 
 
It chiefly consists of the countries likeBahrain, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait,Lebanon, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, 
Syria,United Arab Emirates and Yemen. Much ofthe Southwest Asia is covered with sandy androcky deserts. On the 
vast Arabian Peninsulawhich covers an area almost the size of India-narrow, sandy plains along the Red Sea andthe 
south-coast rise to dry mountains. In thecentre is a vast high plateau that slopes gentlydown to the flat shores of the 
Gulf. The mountainous area of Iran experience frequent earthquakes. 
 

The Aral Sea Is a landlocked endorheic sea in Central. As it lies between Kazakhstan in the north and 
Karakalpakstan, an autonomous region of Uzbekistan in the south. Since the 1960s the Aral Sea has been 
shrinking as the rivers that feed it (the Amu Darya and the Syr Darya) were diverted by the Soviet Union for 
once use . By 2004 the sea had shrunk to 25% of its original surface area and a nearly fivefold increase in salinity 
had killed most of its natural plants and animals. The Aral Sea is also heavily polluted  largely as the result of 
weapons testing, industrial projects, and fertilizer runoff. 

The Caspian Sea is the largest enclosed body of water on Earth by area. Variously classed as the world's largest 
lake or a full fledged sea. It has a surface area of 371.000 square kilometres (143.244 sq d and volume of 78.200 
cubic kilometers (18.761 a mi). It is an endorheic body of water (has no outflows), and lies between the southern 
areas of the Russian Federation and northern Iran. It has a maximum depth of about 1025 meters (3.363 ft It is 
called a sea because when the Romans first armed there. they tasted the water and found it to be salty. It has a 
salinity of approximate 1.2%.about a third the salinity of most saltwater bodies. It is named after the ancient 
Caspian.  

Dead Sea, Arabic Al-Baḥr Al-Mayyit (“Sea of Death”), Hebrew Yam HaMelaẖ (“Salt Sea”), also called Salt Sea, 
landlocked salt lake between Israel and Jordan in southwestern Asia. Its eastern shore belongs to Jordan, and 
the southern half of its western shore belongs to Israel. The northern half of the western shore lies within the 
Palestinian West Bank and has been under Israeli occupation since the 1967 Arab-Israeli war. The Jordan River, 
from which the Dead Sea receives nearly all its water, flows from the north into the lake. 

 At 420 metres (1.378 ft) below sea level, its shires are the lowest pant on the surface of the Earth that are on dry 
land. At 330 m deep (1.083 feet). The Dead Sea is the deepest hypersaline lake in the world. It is also the world's 
second saltiest body of water, after Lake Van in Turkey with 30 percent salinity, it is 8.6 times saltier than the 
ocean. Israeli experts say it is nine times saltier than the Mediterranean Sea (31 .5% salt versus 3 .5% for the 
Mediterranean). The Dead Sea is 67 kilometres (42mi) long and 18 kilometres  wide at its widest point. It lies in 
the Jordan Rift Valley and its main tributary is the Jordan River. 

 

 

https://www.britannica.com/science/salt
https://www.britannica.com/science/lake
https://www.britannica.com/place/Israel
https://www.britannica.com/place/Jordan
https://www.britannica.com/place/Asia
https://www.britannica.com/place/West-Bank
https://www.britannica.com/event/Arab-Israeli-wars
https://www.britannica.com/place/Jordan-River
https://www.britannica.com/science/water
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The 'Wadis', a type of valley and 
riverbedsare found in Saudi Arabian 
desert. Usually theyare dry, but after 
heavy rains, they are brieflyfilled by 
fast flowing rivers. The Syrian 
desertextends from the Jordon Valley 
in the west tothe fertile plains of the 
Tigris and Euphratesrivers in the East. 
It is mainly a rocky desert, asthe sand 
has been swept away by winds 
andoccasional heavy rainstorms. 
Oases are areaswithin a desert where 
water is available forplants and human 
use. They are usually formedwhen a 
fault, or split in the rock allows 
waterto come to surface. The Dead 
Sea is the largelake on the border 
between Israel and Jordon. 
 
It is the lowest point on the earth's surface. Itsshores lie 392 m below sea level. It is also theworld's saltiest body of the 
water and can support no life forms. The Rub-al-khali desert, alsoknown as ‘Empty Quarter’ is the largest uninterrupted 
stretch of sand on Earth. It coverssome 650,000 sq.km. and is one of the world'sdriest and most-hostile deserts. The 
Iranian plateau in Central Iran is a vast semi-arid plateauwhich rises steeply from the coastal lowlandsbordering the 
gulf. It is ringed by high Zagrosand Elburz mountains. 
 
Climate: 
 
Most of the regions receive very little rainfall, apart from a few isolated pockets. DuringJuly, temperature soars, but in 
January temperature is much cooler, especially in the north. 
 
Population: 
 
The desert has kept much of the population clustered along the coastal area. Mostpeople live in the cities, some of 
them are thefastest growing in the world. Oman and Yemenhave mainly rural populations, and in SaudiArabia, small 
groups of Bedouin tribe peopleroam the desert with their animals. 
 
Industry: 
 
The Oil and Natural Gas continue to be the main source of income for many of thecountries here, although other 
industries arebeing developed to support their economieswhen these resources run out. Iran is famous 
for its carpet, which are woven from wool or silk. 
 
Farming and Land Uses: 
 
The best farmland is found along the Mediterranean coast, and in the fertile valley of theTigris, Euphrates and Jordon 
river. Wheat isthe main cereal crops, and cotton, dates, citrusand orchard fruits are grown for export. Elsewhere, 
modern irrigation techniques have created patches of fertile land in desert. Dates,wheat and coffee are cultivated in 
the oasesand along the gulf coast. 
 
 



IAS STUDY GROUP                                                                                                             

World Geography                                                                                                       10 | Ch 1 -ASIA 

    

2. South Asia: 
 
Landscape: 
 

The South Asia consists of Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. Its landscape ranges from the 
mighty peaks of the Himalayas in North, through vast plains and arid deserts to tropical forest and palm-fringed 
beaches in the south. A massive towering wall of snow-capped mountains stretches in an arc across the continents. 
The huge flood plains and deltas of the Indus, Ganges and the Brahmaputra rivers separate the mountains from the 
rest of the peninsula, a great rolling plateau bordered on either side by coastal hills called the Eastern and Western 
Ghats. The Himalayas are the highest mountain system in the world. The northern range of the Himalayas average 
7,000 m in height. They include the highest point on Earth, Mount Everest on the Nepal and China border which soars 
to 8,848m. Much of the Bangladesh lies in the enormous delta formed by Brahmaputra and Ganges rivers. During the 
summer monsoon, the rivers become swollen by the torrential rain and meltwaters from Himalayas and the delta 
flood. The Deccan Plateau makes up most of the central and southern India. Its volcanic rock has been deeply cut by 
rivers such as the Krishna, creating stepped valley called "traps". 

Climate : 
 
Climate is strongly influenced by 
the annual monsoon between July 
and Septemberwhich brings hot, 
humid condition and extremely 
high levels of rainfall to much of 
theregions. 
 
Industry : 
 
Industry has expanded in India in 
recentyears, and in cities a 
varieties of goods are produced 
and processed, including 
cars,aeroplanes, chemicals, food 
and drink. Servicesindustries such 
as tourism and banking are 
alsogrowing elsewhere. Small 
scale cottage industry serve the need of local people, but manyproduct, mainly silk and cotton textiles, clothing leather 
and jewellery are also exported. 
 
Population: 
 
Most of the South Asia's people live in villages scattered across the fertile river floodplainsin mountain valley or along 
the coast, but increasing number are migrating to the cities insearch of work. Overcrowding is a serious problem in 
both rural and urban areas. In manycities thousands of people are forced to live inslums or on streets. 
 
Farming and Land Use: 
 
Over 60 per cent of the population involvedin agriculture, but most farmers are small andproduce only enough food 
to feed the family.Grains are the staple food crop- rice is grownin the wetter parts of the east and west, cornand millet 
on the Deccan Plateau, and wheatin north. Groundnuts are widely grown as asource of cooking oil. Cash crops include 
teaand jute. 
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3. South East Asia: 
 
Landscape: 
 
South East Asia chiefly consists of the countries like Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos,Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, 
Singapore,Thailand, Vietnam. On the mainland, a belt ofmountain range clocked in thick forest, runnorth-south. The 
mountains are cut throughby the wide valley of five great rivers. On theirroute to sea, these rivers have deposited 
sediments forming immense, fertile flood plains anddeltas. To the southeast of the mainland lieshuge arc of over 
20,000 mountainous volcanicislands. "Borneo" is the world's third largestislands with total area of 757,000 km. Lying 
onthe Equator and in the path of two monsoon,the island is hot and one of the wettest placeson the Earth.  

 

 
 
The Mekong river flows throughsouthern China and Myanmar and forms muchof the border between Laos and 
Thailand. Itthen travels through Cambodia before endingin a vast delta on the southern coast of Vietnam, that is one 
of the world's most productive rice growing area. Indonesia is the world'smost active volcanic region of the world. Java 
alone has over 50 active volcanoes out of thecountry's total of more than 220. The Philippines' 7000 islands are 
mountainous and volcanic with narrow coastal plains. Irian Java isa province of Indonesia. Its dense rainforestsare 
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some of the lasts unexplored areas on theEarth and are inhabited by many rare plantsand animal species. Indonesia is 
an archipelagoof 13,677 islands, scattered over almost 5,000km. The islands lie on the boundary betweentwo of the 
Earth's tectonic plates and frequentlyexperience earthquakes. 
 
 
Climate: 
 
The Southeast Asia's climate isstrongly affected by the Monsoon which bringswarm humid air and high rainfall to 
mainlandSoutheast Asia during July and to maritime Southeast Asia during January. 
 
Industry: 
 
Industries based on the processing of rawmaterials like Metallic mineral, timber, oil andgas and agricultural produce, 
are importanthere but manufacturing has grown dramatically in recent years. Many foreign firms attracted by low 
labour cost, have invested inthe region. Malaysia and Singapore are majorproducers of electronic goods like disk 
drivesfor computers. 
 
Farming and Land Use: 
 
The staple crop here is rice which grows inlow-lying flooded fields called Paddies, or onterraces cut into the hillside. 
Sugarcane, coconut, bananas and pineapples are widely grownas cash crops and Malaysia produces 25% ofthe World's 
rubber. Freshwater and Marine fishare caught in large quantities. Fish is one of themain foods in the region. 
 
Population: 
 
The population is chiefly concentrated inthe river valley, plateaus or plains. Uplandareas are inhabited by small groups 
of hillspeoples. Most people still live in rural areas,but the cities are growing fast. In Indonesiaand Philippines, the 
population is unequallydistributed. Some islands such as Java aredensely settled. 
 
 

4. East Asia: 
 
Landscape: 
 
It mainly consists of China, Mongolia andTaiwan. China's landscape divides into three areas. The vast plateau of Tibet 
in the southwest is the highest and largest plateau on Earth.It contains both dry deserts and pockets ofpasture 
surrounded by high mountains. Northwest China has dry highlands. The great plainsof eastern China were formed 
from soil deposited by rivers like the Yellow river over thousands of years. Most of Mongolia is dry grassland, steppe 
and cold arid deserts. The arid landscape of the Gobi and Takla Makan desertare made up of bare rock surface and 
hugeareas of shifting sand dunes. They are hot inthe summer, but unlike most other deserts, are extremely cold in 
winter. In the farming areasof Eastern and Southern China, terraces havebeen carved into the hillside to make them flat 
enough to grow rice and other crops. "The TienShan Mountain" or "Heavenly Mountain"reaches a height of 7,435 m. 
They surroundfields of permanent ice and spectacular glaciers.  
 
The Roof of the World or cold remoteplateau of Tibet has 4,000 m average height.Many of China's great rivers have 
their sourceshere. The world's highest human settlement atown called Wenquan is found in the east of 
the plateau. It lies 5,099 m above the sea level. 
 
Climate: 
 
Two air masses control climate, one cold and dry from Siberia and one moist and dryfrom Pacific. Winters are long and 
cold awayfrom the coast- especially on the plateau ofTibet. 
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Industry: 
 
Chemicals, iron and steel, engineering and textile are the main industries in China's eastcoast cities and in industrial 
centres like Shenyang. Shanghai, Hong Kong and Beijingare also financial centres. In the interior large 
deposit of coal support the heavy industries in major cities such as Chengdu and Wuhan.Taiwan specializes in textile 
and shoe manu- facture, along with electronic goods. Mongolia'seconomy is mainly agricultural. 
 
Population: 
 
Most of the China's people live in the eastern part of the country where the climate, landscape and soils are most 
favourable. Urbanareas cover the houses of over 250 millionpeople, but almost 75% of the population lives in villages 
and farm the land. Taiwan's lowlands are very densely populated. In Mongolia,about 50 per cent of the people live in 
the countryside. 
 
 
Farming and Lane Use: 
 
About the 90 per cent of China is unsuitable for farming. Either the soil and climate arepoor, or the landscape is too 
mountainous. Inthe North and West, most farmers make theirliving by herding animals. On the fertile eastern plain, 
soyabean, wheat corn and cottonare grown. Further south, rice becomes the maincrops and pigs are raised in large 
number.The three Gorge hydro-electric scheme onthe Yangtze River will be the world's largest. 
 

5. Japan And Korea: 
 
Landscape: 
 
It chiefly consists of Japan, North Koreaand South Korea. Japan is curved chain of 4,000islands in the Pacific Ocean. It is 
covered byforested mountains and hills, fast flowing rivers and small lakes. Only about a quarter ofthe land is suitable 
for building and farmingand new land has been created by cutting backhillsides and reclaiming land from the sea.  
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TheNorth and South Korea are mostly mountainous, with some coastal plains. Japan's four mainislands- Hokkaido, 
Honshu, Shikoku andKyushu were formed when two giant platesmaking up the Earth's crust collided makingtheir edge 
buckle upward. T'aebeak-Sanmaek,a wooded mountain range forms the backboneof the Korean Peninsula. It runs from 
north tosouth close to the east coast. Huge sea-wavescalled "Tsunamis" frequently threaten the eastcoast of Japan. 
They are set off by submarineearthquakes. In Japan, earthquakes are partsof everyday life. The islands lie on a fault 
lineand earthquake tremours occur, on average5,000 times a year. Japan's mountain rangesare studded with 
volcanoes, 60 of which arestill active. Mount Fuji is a 3,776 m snowcapped volcano and the highest mountain inJapan. 
It last erupted in 1707. 
 
Climate: 
 
Korea has hot summer and dry, very cold winters especially in the North, where snow isvery common. In Japan winters 
are less coldand in the Asian mainland summer are hot wet and humid. 
 
Industry: 
 
Japan is the world leader in hi-tech electronic goods like computers, televisions andcameras as well as cars. South 
Korea also hasa thriving economy. It produces ships, cars, hitech goods, shoes and clothes for worldwideexport. Both 
countries have to import most oftheir raw materials and energy. North Koreahas little trade with other countries but it 
isrich in minerals and energy. 
 
Population: 
 
Approximately about 125 million people livein crowded cities on the coast of the four mainislands. The Kanto plain 
around Tokyo isJapan's biggest area of flat land, and most ofthe populous part of the country. In SouthKorea, a 
quarter of the population lives in capital Seoul. Most North Koreans live on thecoastal plains. 
 
Farming and Land Use: 
 
The method of farming allows Japan togrow much of its own food, despite a shortageof farmland. Rice is the main 
crops grownthroughout the region. Japan has a large fishing fleet. The Japanese eat more fish than anyother nation. In 
North Korea farming is controlled by the government. 
 

6. Central Asia: 
 
Landscape: 
 
Central Asia consists of the countries likeAfghanistan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. It is a land 
ofhot, dry deserts and high rugged mountains.Two of the world's great deserts, the Kara Kumand Kyzyl Kum cover 
much of the Westernportions of Central Asia. In the east, a belt ofhigh mountain ranges- the Hindu Kush, TheTien 
Shan and the Pamirs- tower above theland. Few rivers cross the deserts, apart fromAmu Darya which flows from the 
Pamir to theshrinking Aral Sea.  
 
The Aral Sea was once thefourth largest lake in the World, but it hasshrunk by 40% since 1960. Diversion of its waterfor 
irrigation has made the lake shallower, soits water evaporates faster. The sandy desert ofKara Kum occupies over 70%, 
of Turkmenistan.Its surface consists of wind sculpted dunes and depressions. The stress and strain in the Earthcreated 
the Fergana Valley, a deep depressionencircled high mountains. The valley's fertilesoil is irrigated by water from the 
Darya Riverand underground source. Pamir lies mainly inTajikistan. Their highest point at 7,495 m isCommunism Peak, 
so named because it wasthe highest peak in former Soviet Union. 
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Climate: 
 
Central Asian climate is strongly influencedby the position deep within Asia, far from themoderating effects of the 
ocean, winters arecold and summers are hot everywhere. Rainfall is virtually non-existent all year around. 
 
Industry: 
 
The fossil fuel especially coal, natural gasand oil are extracted and processed throughout Central Asia. Agriculture 
supplies the rawmaterial for many industries including food andtextile processing and the manufacture ofleather 
goods and clothing. The region is famous for its colourful traditional carpets, handwoven from the wool of Karakul 
Sheep. The"Fargana Valley" of southeast of Tashkent isthe main industrial area. 
 
Population: 
 
Most of the people of Central Asia are ruralfarmers living in the river valley and in oases.There are few larger cities. A 
few still lead atraditional nomadic lifestyle, moving from placeto place with their animals in search of newpastures. 
Large area of Afghanistan and western deserts and mountain regions in the eastare virtually uninhabited. 
 
Farming and Land-Use: 
 
Farming is concentrated around the fertileriver valley. A variety of cereals and fruits including peaches, melons and 
apricots aregrown. In drier areas, animal breeding is important, with goats, sheep and cattle supplying wool,meat and 
hides. Big crops of cotton,which is a major export, are produced on landirrigated by the Amu Darya River. 
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General Climatic Conditions in Asia: 

Asia being a huge continent has many types of climatic region.The following factors bring about these climatic 
differences. 

➢ latitude 

Asia stretches 
from I CPS 
latitude to 
7Th. This 
means places 
near the 
Equator are 
hot and wet 
while 
placesnear 
the Arctic 
Circle are 
frozen most 
of the year. 

➢ Distances 
from the sea 

In addition to 
its vast extent 
from south to 
north. Asia 
stretches from 25'E longitude to beyond the I700 ' longitude meridian. 

Because of its vastness there are places in Central Asia almost 3.000 kilometres away from the seawhich have given rise 
to continental climate with extremes of temperature and very low rainfall. 

➢ Altitude and direction ofmountain ranges 
 

• The Central Mountains of Asia are the loftiest in the world. Therefore this region of ranges and intermontane plateaus 
arc cold and snow covered throughout the year 

• The direction of mountain ranges plays an important role in the climate of the region. The Himalayas are an example. 
They stretch from west to cast across the path of the monsoon winds. 

• India being on the windward side gets good rainfall but Tibet on the leeward side is dry. 
• They also shelter India from the cold Arctic winds that blow southwards. 
• In China where there is no west to east mountain range winters are much colder and places like Canton (Guangzhou) 

which are closer to the Equator than Delhi gets snow whist is unthinkable of in Delhi. 
 

➢ Prevailing winds 
 

• In summer the interior of Asia gets very hot. 
• Winds blow from the ocean towards this low pressure centre and bring rain to most areas in the south and south-east. 
• In winter when the landmass cools down and high pressure builds up winds blow from the interior towards the sea. 
• These dry land winds cloud bring rain except where they cross a sea and curve towards land. 
• That is how Tamil Nadu gets rain in winter. These seasonal winds of Asia are called the "monsoons". 
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➢ Ocean currents 
 

• Ocean currents influence the climate of regions they flow past. The western part of Asia is land bound. 
• The southern part stretches into the tropics. 
• Therefore only in the north-cast of Asia do they play a part in altering the climate. 
• The Cold Oya Shio Current makes the winters of Kamchatka and North Japan very cold. 
• The Warm Kuro Shio moderates the winters of South Japan. 

 
➢ Conditions in winters 

 
• When the sun shines over the Tropic of Capricorn. it is winter in the Northern Hemisphere. Central Asia becomes very 

cold. 
• High pressure develops over it Cold dry land winds blow towards the surrounding seas and curve westwards. 
• The coasts that lie in their path get winter rain from the moisture hence Tamil Nadu gets winter rain. 
• Indonesia. Malaysia. Philippines. Japan. Vietnam and Sri Lanka also get rain in this season from the same source. 
• The area stretching from the Mediterranean coast of Western Asia eastwards upto the Punjab Plains also get winter 

rain but from another source. Depressions over the Mediterranean Sea cause these winter rains which are typical of the 
region. 
 

➢ Conditions In summer 
 

• In summer the sun shines directly overhead the Tropic of Cancer, making the interior of Asia very hot. 
• Because of the warm rising air, low pressure develops over vast area. 
• Moist winds from the seas all around are sucked into these low pressure 'mitres. 
• These are summer monsoon winds which brings dividing rains to most part of south and south east Asia. 
• This region is known as monsoon lands of Asia because crops and well being of people depends upon the monsoon. 
• Monsoon rains are orographic in nature. 
• Mawsynram in Meghalya is the rainiest place on Earth 
• Central Asia remains very dry. 
• South West winds bring summer monsoon rains to India whereas in South east Asia, South China and Japan, 
• Monsoon winds blow in the south east direction from the pacific ocean which lies in the cast. 

Natural Vegetation and Resources 

Asia is a very vast continent and therefore all the major types of vegetation are found varying from the dense tropical 
forests of Malaysia to the treeless plains of Central Asia and the Tundra of the Arctic Region. 

I. Equatorial forests 

• This region lies near the Equator and is found in Malaysia. Indonesia, southern Sr: Lanka and the Philippines. 
• The climate is always hot and wet so plants and trees are tall with brood leaves. 
• The plants are often entwined with creepers growing up towards the sunlight. 
• Trees like the mahogany. ebony. rosewood and palms grow here. 

2. Tropical forests 

• Lands that lie near the Tropic of Cancer India. Pakistan. Bangladesh, Northern Sri Lanka Myanmar etc have tropical 
forests. 

• It is mainly hot and wet. 
• In places where the rainfall is heavy, we find trees like teak, Sal, Rosewood, Banyan, etc. and in places where the rainfall 

is less, cacti, shrubs and thorn bushes grow. 
• The trees found arc largely deciduous and sheathe', lames in the hot dry summer months to prevent excessive 

transpiration. 
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3. Deserts 

• China, Arabia and India 
(Thar) have vast desert 
areas. 

• In the but deserts (Arabia 
and India) 

• Summers are hot while 
winters are cool. 

• Since there is hardly any 
rainfall, only cacti., shrubs 
and thorny bushes grow in 
these areas, though date 
palms also grow in an oasis. 

• Cold deserts like Takla 
Makan. Gobi and Kashgar 
are surrounded by high 
mountains and experience wry cold winters. Short grate and low thorny bushes grow along the edge of these deserts. 

4. Steppes 

• It is known as dry grassland. 
• This zone is a narrow belt from the Ukraine in the west to Lake Balkhash and Siberia in the east 
• The summers are warm and the winters cold. 
• Rainfall ranges from 20 to 50 centimetres year which is not enough for trees to grow but short grass and low bushes 

grow in this area. 

5.Mediterranean woodlands 

• A very small area of Asia conics under this type of vegetation. 
• They arc the shores of Turkey and parts of Syria. Lebanon and Israel. 
• The summers are hot and dry and the winters mild and wet. 
• Cedars, wheat, grape and citrus fruits wow in these lands. 

 

6. Temperate forests 

• Such forests are found above and beyond the tropical forests, mainly in north and Central China, South Japan and 
South Korea. 

• The climate is cool and wet. 
• Broad leaved deciduous trees (trees which shed their leaves to guard against the winter) like oak, camellia, camphor, 

bamboo and mulberry are found in these (ovens. 

7. Siberian forest or taiga 

• The taiga lies to the north of the temperate grassland. 
• They form a wide belt of coniferous (cone bearing) forests that stretch right across the continent and are described by 

the Russian world taiga which means 'forests of sticks'. 
• The long and severe winters are punctuated by brief summers which last for only about three months. 
• Almost always, precipitation is in the form of snow. 
• The conifers bear seeds in cones. 
• The nets found in the taiga are the evergreen spruce, fir, cedar, larch and pine. 
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• Since the wood of the conifers is soft, it is used as timber and to make wood pulp and rayon. 

8. Tundra or Polar 

• This belt is a narrow strip along the northern coast of the continent. 
• The Russian word 'tundra' refers to a flat marshy plain and is used to & whiz the vast Cold treeless plains north of the 

taiga. 
• Snow covers the land most of the Mae. The sub soil is permanently frozen. 
• Precipitation is in the form of rain and snow. 
• The vegetation here is mostly grass, shrub, mosses, lichens and a few stunted (dwarf) trees. 
• There is continuous daylight during the short summer months and numerous little brightly coloured flowers carpet the 

ground. 

Natural Resources in Asia: 

• The wealth of any country lies in its resources. 
• Asia's wealth is in its agricultural resources which include fertile soil and water for irrigation. 
• Asia also has forest and mineral resources and above all, human skill and talent to utilise these. 
• Even though many Asian nations gained independence only after World War II. nearly every country is working on 

long term plans for economic development and great changes are taking place at present to improve the living 
conditions and life of the people. 

Transport 

In China all the important industrial and urban centers are well connectedwith hard surfaced roads and railways. Rail 
and road network runs in different directions particularly in east China. 

➢ The main roads are: 

a) Canton - Wuhan-Peking-Harbin 

b) Beijing - Xian-Lanchow. Lhasa 

c) Beijing Ulan RAW Ulan-Ude (RiNsia) 

d) Canton - Changsha:, Shanghai 

➢ Waterways 
 

• In land waterways provide cheap transportation facilities particularly in east China. 
• The river Yangtze is navigable for 1600 kms from its mouth to Wuhan and further upto Lhungking by steamers and 

boats. It accounts for about 50 per cent of the nation's waterways. 
• The Hsi River is second to Yangtze Kiang in importance in China as a waterway. 
• The Sikiang river in south China is also navigable. 
• Besides rivers, canals are also used for navigation. 
• Grand Canal is the only major Chinese waterway which nuts north-south. 11 is about 1.600 km long and passes 

through the basins of the Hai, Hwang, Huai. Yangtze and Chientang rivers. It is the world's longest artificial waterway: 
• The grand canal needs special mention. It joins Ticnjin in the north to Hangzhou near Shanghai. 

 

Asian highway project 

• The Asian Highway (AH) project, also known as the Great Asian Highway, is a cooperative project among countries in 
Asia and Europe and the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), to improve 
the highway systems in Asia. 
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• Agreements have been signed by 32 countries to allow the highway to cross the continent and also reach to Europe. 
Some of the countries taking part in the highway project are Sri Lanka, Pakistan, China, Japan, South Korea and 
Bangladesh. A significant part of the funding comes from the larger, more advanced nations as well as international 
agencies such as the Asian Development Bank. 

• The project aims to make maximum use of the continent's existing highways to avoid the construction of newer ones, 
except in cases where missing routes necessitate their construction. 
 

 
 

• The advanced highway network would provide for greater trade and social interactions between Asian countries, 
including personal contacts, project capitalizations, connections of major container terminals with transportation 
points, and promotion of tourism via the new roadways. 

• The Asian Highways AH-1 and AH-2 passes through the North-Eastern States of India following the National Highway 
stretches from the Indo-Myanmar border at Moreh in the State of Manipur via Imphal – Kohima (Nagaland) upto Indo-
Bangaldesh border in the State of Meghalaya having a length of about 740 km. The implementation of these projects 
was initially affected due to delay in land acquisition, utility shifting, law and order problems, delay in obtaining forest 
/ wild life clearances, etc. 
 

➢ The Trans-Asian Railway 
 

• The Trans-Asian Railway (TAR) is a project to create an integrated freight railway network across Europe and Asia. 
• The TAR is a project of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP). 
• The project was initiated in the 1960s, with the objective of providing a continuous 8750 mile (14.000km) rail link 

between Singapore and Istanbul. Turkey with possible further connections to Europe and Africa. 
• At the time, shipping and air travel were not as well developed, and the project promised to significantly reduce 

shipping times and costs between Europe and Asia. 
• Progress in developing the TAR was hindered by political and economic obstacles throughout the 1960s. 1970sand 

early 1980’’s. 
• By' the 1990’s the end of the cold war and normalisation of relations between some countries improved the prospects 

for creating a rail network across the Asian continent. 
• The TAR was seen as a way to accommodate the huge increases in international trade between Eurasian nations and 

facilitate the increased movements of goods between countries. 
• It was also seen as a way to improve the economies and accessibility of landlocked countries like Laos. 
• Afghanistan. Mongolia, and the Central Asian republics. 
• Much of the railway network already exists. Although some significant gaps remain. 
• A big challenge is the differences in mil gauge across Eurasia. 
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• Four different major rail gauges (which measures the distance between rails) exist actor the continent most of Europe. 
as well as Turkey. Iran, China and the Koreas use the 1435 mm gauge, known as Standard gauge. Finland, Russia. and 
the former Soviet republics use a 1520mm gauge of the railways. 

• In India, Pakistan. Bangladesh and Sri Lanka use a 1676 mm gauge and most of Southeast Asia has metre-gauge. 
• For the mast part the TAR would not change national gauges; mechanized facilities would be built to move shipping 

containers from train to train at the tweaks of gauge. 
• The routes converge in the Iranian capital of Tehran and continue to the Iranian port of Bandar Abbas. 

Human Resources 

People 

• Human resources are the most important resources of any place. 
• About 58 per cent of the world's population lives in Asia. China and India accounting for 36 per cent of population. 
• Almost every known racial type has lived in Asia from time immemorial 
• Many parts of Asia are so cold or so hot or so lacking in good cultivable lands, or are so mountainous, that very few 

people live there. 
• The vast majority of Asians live near rivers or mountain valleys or near sea coasts where they earn a living by farming 

or fishing. 
• India, eastern China. Japan and the island of Java in Indonesia have millions of people in their big cities and rural areas. 
• Asia has several races of people living in it. 
• Inspire of racial and cultural differences found in Asia, there is a common visible oriental strain in most of the 

countries. 
• A racial group consists of a large number of people with similar complexion features and other physical characteristics. 
• The three most prominent racial groups in Asia are the Arabians, Indians and the Mongoloids. 
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1. The Arabian group includes Arabs, Iranians. Jews, Turks and most other Asians in the Middle East. west of the Indian 
sub-continent. 

2. The Indian group includes most people of the Indian sub-continent (India. Pakistan and Bangladesh). 

3. The Mongoloid group includes Chinese. Japanese, Koreans and most of the people of South East Asia, east of India. 

 


