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Ch. 1    The Footprints of Human 

The achievements of the Aryans in the realms of philosophy and metaphysics have been the subject 
matter of research by very many scholars and valuable light has been shed on these as a result of their 
labours. But as regards the social and economic conditions in which they lived there is not much authentic 
information and whatever is known had to be gleaned from such books as Mahabharata and Kautilya's 
Arthasastra. The latter book gives us valuable information about the political, social, economic and military 
organization of Mauryas. The Jataka tales a collection of tales belonging to the pre-Buddhist period give 
us a revealing glimpse into a period when the fusion between the Aryan and the Dravidian races had been 
almost completed. It gives us the periods of rule and genealogies of dynasties of kings. Originally the 
institution of kingship was elective but in the course of time the office became hereditary. The chief source 
of revenue for the government was from land. The political and economic structure was built up from the 
village communities. India was famous for her textile goods. There was a thriving metallurgical industry 
making implements of war. 

Trade guilds controlled different trades. The merchant -guilds or associations were so powerful that the 
king himself could not take away any of their privileges. Another peculiar feature was that those who 
belonged to particular craft say carpentry were all concentrated in a single village. There was a flourishing 
trade not only within the country but also with other countries of the world. In the treatment of iron India 
had made remarkable progress even in ancient times. The iron pillar in Delhi stated to have been erected 
in the fourth to seventh century AD is a standing monument to this superior knowledge of metallurgy. The 
pillar has successfully withstood the ravages of time all these years. 

Soon, by 600 B.C. a new grouping emerged in the Aryan community, whenever a community takes to 
agriculture, some agriculturists produce surpluses or accumulate capital. Such an activity naturally brings 
to the forefront a group of people dealing with trade and commerce. That is how vaishyas came into 
existence, since the emergence of this community is rooted in the surpluses generated by agriculture, the 
erstwhile Sudra community moved up to form this new grouping, while the non-Aryans and mixed-Aryan 
became Sudras. About this time the concept of pollution also figured. As a matter of fact, there are 
references to this idea in the Vedas too. It is definite that pollution was a known idea at this time because 
those who undertook unclean occupations like cleaning of carcasses, fishing and other occupations came 
into existence. It was this aspect of unclean occupations associated with pollution that later on grew into 
untouchability. 

From sixth century B.C. onwards there is historical evidence to show that the Sudras were primarily drawn 
from non-Aryans and mixed-Aryans, as for example, Ashoka enslaving one and-half lakh people after the 
Kalinga war and bringing them to the Gangetic region to cut forests and cultivate land. The four-fold caste 
division based on occupations was as good as established by the time the Mauryan Empire was 
established. There are references in the inscriptions of Ashoka that bird-catchers, fishermen and butchers 
came to be treated as people beyond the pale of the then social structure. 

Panini the great grammarian wrote his learned grammar of Sanskrit in the 7th century BC. Panini's book is 
one of the splendid productions of the human mind. The ancient Indians were well versed in astronomy, 
medicine and surgery. They were mindful of the animals and had hospitals for them. In the field of 
mathematics their contribution was outstanding. They invented the zero and decimal place-value system. 
They could divide time into the minutest part. The ancient Indians had vast conception of time and space. 
There were centres of higher learning corresponding to the modern universities in places like Taxila. It is 
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stated that the eminent grammarian Panini studied in that university. The position of women was 
honourable at home and in society. 

The earliest form of Sanskrit is found in the Rig Veda. After the Rig Veda was composed, Sanskrit language 
developed rapidly. The grammar became considerably simplified though still remaining complex. When 
the need was felt for proper pronunciation and understanding of the meaning of the older Vedic texts 
particularly at a time when many new words were introduced from non-Aryan sources, India developed 
the science of phonetics and grammar. There was also a belief that unless the Vedic texts were recited very 
accurately, it would bring misfortune to the reader. 

Panini's great grammar the Ashtadhyayi was most probably composed towards the 4th century BC. It may 
be stated that with Panini the language attained its highest state of development and thereafter there was 
improvement only in its vocabulary. Side by side the sounds of Sanskrit were analysed with remarkable 
accuracy. The vowels and the consonants were all classified in a very scientific manner according to their 
mode of production. Panini's grammar may be justly described as one of the grandest achievements of 
any civilization. Panini had formulated some 4000 grammatical rules. Later Indian grammar texts could 
only be commentaries on the matchless work of Panini. Sanskrit spread to other parts of the country 
including countries like Cambodia and Srilanka. 

When Buddhism emerged as a new religion people started speaking languages much simpler than 
Sanskrit. These were known as the Prakrit. In the pre-Gupta period the inscriptions especially the series of 
Ashoka's edicts are in Prakrit. Prakrits were simpler than Sanskrit in respect of both sound and grammar. 
One of the early Prakrit of considerable importance was Pali which became the language of one sect of the 
Buddhists. 

Tamil is the oldest of Dravidian languages with a literature dating back to the earliest centauries after the 
beginning of the Christian era. These languages form an independent group with a distinctive character. 
From the very early times Tamil was affected by Sanskrit. Early Tamil literature contains relatively few 
words from Sanskrit and they were adapted to the Tamil phonetic system. 

The earliest known work of the Aryans in India was the Rig Veda which is a collection of 1028 hymns in 
Vedic Sanskrit. Most of the hymns are in praise of different Vedic deities and were intended for recitation 
at the Yajnas or sacrifices. Many of them are beautiful descriptions of nature. Some of the most enchanting 
are addressed to Ushas the goddess of dawn. The Rig-Veda was followed by three more Vedas-yajur Veda 
which gives directions for the performance of the Yajna, the Sama Veda which prescribes the tunes for the 
recitation of the hymns of the Rig Veda and the Asmara Veda which prescribes rites and rituals. After the 
four Vedas a number of works called the Brahmanas grew which contained detailed explanation of Vedic 
literature and instructions. The Aranyakas which are an appendix to the Brahmanas prescribed certain rites 
and also laid the basis of a body of more philosophical literature. It was the Upanishadic literature which 
dealt with questions like the origin of the universe, birth and death, the material and spiritual world, nature 
of knowledge and many other questions. The early Upanishads are Brihad -Aranyaka and Chanddogya. 
They are in the form of dialogues and expresses the highest thoughts in simple and beautiful imagery. 

Another body of literature to grow was Vedangas which were concerned with astronomy, grammar and 
phonetics. One of the most outstanding works of this period was a classic on Sanskrit grammar, the 
Ashtdhyayi by Panini. 

The two great epics the Mahabharata and Ramayana were developed over a period of centauries and were 
perhaps put to writing in their present form in the second century AD. The Mahabharata contains 1,00,000 
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verses and is the longest single poem in the world. The Bhagvad Gita a later addition to the Mahabharata 
enshrines a philosophical doctrine and in it are described the three paths to salvation: karma, gyan and 
bhakti. The Ramayana the story of Rama is shorter than the Mahabharata and is full of interesting 
adventures and episodes. This period abounds in both religious and secular literature in Sanskrit. The 
Puranas is important as they were the main influence in the development from early Vedic religion to 
Hinduism. There were many other Shastras and smritis. The Shastras contained works of science and 
philopsohy. 

The Arthsashtra by Kautilya was a treatise on the science of governance. There were shastras on art, 
mathematics and other sciences. The smritis dealt with the performance of duties, customs and laws 
prescribed according to Dharma. The most famous of these is the Manusmriti. The early Buddhist literature 
was in Pali and consists of two sections. The Sutta pitaka consists mainly of dialogues between the Buddha 
and his followers. The Vinayapitaka is concerned mainly with the rules of the organization of the 
monasteries. The Milinda Panha is another great Buddhist work consisting of dialogues between the Indo-
Greek King Menander and the Buddhist philosopher Nagasena. Another great Buddhist work consists of 
hundreds of jataka stories which became the subjects of Buddhist sculpture and are popular all over the 
world for their wisdom. Later many Buddhist works were written in Sanskrit. Of these the most famous is 
the Buddhacharita or life of Buddha by Ashvaghosha. The period before the reign of the Guptas ushered in 
the glorious period of Sanskrit literature. 

This was the greatest period for the growth of poetry and drama. The great writers of this period are well 
known Kalidasa, Bhavabhuti, Bharavi, Bhartrihari, Bana, Magha and many others. Of these Kalidasa is 
known all over the world. His works the Kumarasambhava, the Raghuvamsa, the Meghaduta, the 
Abhijnanashakuntalam and others are unrivalled for their poetry and style. Bana wrote the Harshacharita, a 
biography of King Harsha and Kadambari. Among the famous works of the period are Bhavabhuti's Utter -
Ramacharita, Bharavi's Kirtarjuniya, Vishakhadatta's Mudra Rakhshasa, Shudraka's Mricchakatika. The 
subjects of these and other works were political events, romances, allegories, comedies and philosophical 
questions. The four Dravidian languages- Tamil, Telugu, Kannada and Malayalam developed their own 
distinct scripts and literature. According to tradition three literary gatherings or Sangams were held at 
which many sages and poets recited their compositions. This body of literature consists of many themes 
like politics, war and love. The famous works of this body of literature include the Ettutogai (Eight 
Anthologies), the Tolkappiyam (a work of Tamil grammar) and the Pattuppattu (the ten songs). 
Thiruvalluvar wrote the famous Kural which in verse deals with many aspects of life and religion. The 
Silappadikaram and the Manimekalai are some of the other most famous works of early Tamil literature. 

This was the greatest period for the growth of poetry and drama. The great writers of this period are well 
known Kalidasa, Bhavabhuti, Bharavi, Bhartrihari, Bana, Magha and many others. Of these Kalidasa is 
known all over the world. His works the Kumarasambhava, the Raghuvamsa, the Meghaduta, the 
Abhijnanashakuntalam and others are unrivalled for their poetry and style. Bana wrote the Harshacharita, a 
biography of King Harsha and Kadambari. Among the famous works of the period are Bhavabhuti's Utter -
Ramacharita, Bharavi's Kirtarjuniya, Vishakhadatta's Mudra Rakhshasa, Shudraka's Mricchakatika. The 
subjects of these and other works were political events, romances, allegories, comedies and philosophical 
questions. 

The four Dravidian languages- Tamil, Telugu, Kannada and Malayalam developed their own distinct scripts 
and literature. According to tradition three literary gatherings or Sangams were held at which many sages 
and poets recited their compositions. This body of literature consists of many themes like politics, war and 
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love. The famous works of this body of literature include the Ettutogai (Eight Anthologies), the 
Tolkappiyam (a work of Tamil grammar) and the Pattuppattu (the ten songs). Thiruvalluvar wrote the 
famous Kural which in verse deals with many aspects of life and religion. The Silappadikaram and the 
Manimekalai are some of the other most famous works of early Tamil literature. 

The Pre-Historic Cultures in India 

The basic information provided by the tools of the early man, his habitat and observed facts about 
communities still in the initial stages of societal development have led to certain conclusions about 
variations even in the earliest cultures and the cultural zones. 

The earliest traces of human existence go back to the period between 3,00,000 and 2,00,000 BC. A large 
number of primitive stone tools found in the Soan valley and south India suggests this. The modern 
human being first appeared around 36000 BC. Primitive man in the Palaeolithic age which lasted till 8000 
BC used tools and implements of rough stone. Initially man was a food gatherer and depended on nature 
for food. He learnt to control fire which helped him to improve his way of living. From 8000 BC the 
Mesolithic age began and continued up to 4000 BC in India. During this time sharp and pointed tools were 
used for killing fast-moving animals. Chota Nagpur plateau, Central India and south of the river Krishna are 
some of the sites. 

Neolithic settlements are not older than 4000 BC. Man began to domesticate animals and cultivate plants 
settling down in villages to form farming communities. The wheel was an important discovery. Towards the 
end of the Neolithic period metals like copper and bronze were used. This was the Chalcolithic phase. 

Periodization of Indian Prehistory 

Palaeolithic Age: 

To begin with the Palaeolithic Age was also called the old stone age covered the long period from the 
time the first ancestors of modern human beings started living in the Indian subcontinent from roughly 3 
lakh B.C to 8000 or eighth millennium B.C.Archeologists divide it into three phases -the Lower or Early, the 
middle and the upper Palaeolithic age-according to the nature of the stone tools used by the people. 

Mesolithic Age: 

Then came the Mesolithic age also known as the late Stone Age which broadly covered the period from 
the eighth to fourth millennium BC.It is the intermediate or transitional stage between the Palaeolithic and 
Neolithic age. The tools of this age are called microliths. Neolithic Age: Third is the Neolithic age or the 
new Stone Age that covered the period roughly from 4000 to 1800 BC and was marked by the use of 
polished stone tools. Chalcolithic Age: Stone-copper age covered the period from 1800 to 

Sources of prehistory 

Unlike the more advanced stages for which various types of sources are available the study of the initial 
stages of human history is based entirely on the material remains left by early man. The period is referred 
when man was primarily a food gatherer or had just begun a settled life and for which no written records 
are available. The material remains of early man is available mostly in the form of stone tools and 
sometimes with the remains of animals that he hunted do not speak comprehensively about his life. 



Institute for Administrative Services ®Ancient History Page 6 

The basic information provided by the tools of the early man, his habitat and observed facts about 
communities still in the initial stages of societal development have led to certain conclusions about 
variations even in the earliest cultures and the cultural zones 

Food Gathering Communities 

Early man of the Stone Age 

Early Stone Age tools have been found in different areas of the subcontinent the most notable among 
which are the Potwar plain in north-western Punjab; the Beas and Banganga valleys; Nevasa in the valley of 
Pravara, a tributary of the Godavary; Gudalur in Gundlakamma basin in Andhra Pradesh; Nagarjunakonda 
in the Krishna valley, a string of sites (Vadamadurai, Attirampakkam etc) in the coastal plain near Chennai 
and the districts along the north bank of the Mahanadi in Orissa. Primitive man used tools and implements 
of rough stone. Flint was commonly used as it is hard but flakes easily. Tools serve a variety of purposes 
such as skinning of dead animals, cutting their flesh and splitting bones etc. Man during this period was 
essentially a food gatherer. He was totally dependent on nature for his food supply; requirement of game 
animals and edible plants. In course of time he learnt to control fire which helped improve the pattern of 
living in many ways. 

He used the skins of animals, barks of trees and large leaves as clothes. Men were organized in small 
wandering groups consisting of few men, women and children. It was towards the end of the Palaeolithic 
period that the modern human being (Homo Sapien) first appeared around 36,000 BC. The middle stone 
age cultures were around the date 33,000 BC to about 16,500 BC. 

There are indications that in some regions like western Rajasthan and MP the flake making technique was 
of a more improved variety than in others. These regional variations in dates and the total cultural 
assemblage became more prominent in the Late Stone age heralded by the use of smaller tools the 
microliths. In MP, Gujarat, Rajasthan and several other areas a long time span of 8500 BC-1700 BC has 
been suggested for these cultures. 

Microliths being compound tools suggest a substantial technological change being hafted in bone, wood 
or bamboo. Atleast in few areas along with the microliths the technique of pot making a technique of 
great significance in human history as it came to be closely associated with food production and settled 
life. Langhnaj in Gujarat and Adamgarh in MP suggest presence of domesticated animals and exchange of 
commodities between different areas and communities. 

Food Producing Men: 

Settled life based on food production first began in the northwest. Here man progressed from incipient 
food production to the foundation of Neolithic -Chalcolithic village cultures. In Ahar (Banas valley of 
Rajasthan), Maheshwar-Navdatoli in the Narmada valley, Nagda in the Chambal valley, Daimabad, 
Chandoli and various other sites of the northern Deccan early farmers were living in open villages and 
cultivating crops which included wheat, several kinds of legumes or rice as at Chirand in south Bihar. 

In the south, in central and eastern Deccan the economy was predominantly pastoral and the Neolithic -
Chalcolithic influence can be seen at Piklihal and Tekkalakota in Karnataka or Utnur and Nagarjunakonda 
in AP. This period continued from about 2000 BC to about the middle of the first millennium BC although 
in certain areas the advent of a new metallic technology seems to have taken place earlier. 
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Neolithic or the New Stone Age 

The main period of the Neolithic Age in the Indian subcontinent was 4000-1800 BC. This was the food 
producing age when man completely changed his way of life. Traces of Neolithic communities have 
survived mostly in the north-western region and the Deccan. Neolithic settlements in Baluchistan seem to 
be oldest around 3500 BC. In the new way of life man began to domesticate animals and cultivate plants. 
The dog, sheep and goat were probably the first to be domesticated. 

Among plants, wheat and barley were the earliest cereals grown. As a result man began to settle down in 
certain selected areas. This led to the growth of villages and farming communities. The tools he needed 
also changed. All these developments took place first in north western India and culminated in the rise and 
growth of great Indus Civilization while the rest of the Indian subcontinent was late in undergoing the 
transition from Mesolithic to the Neolithic and then to the Chalcolithic periods. 

Iron Age 

The early history of Iron in India can be examined in terms of different regional contexts through the study 
of the various iron-using areas of the subcontinent. The chronology of iron differs from one area to 
another but between the period 1000 BC and 500 BC its use said to spread to all major areas- 

 The upper Ganges valley and its peripheries 
 Malwa plateau and Tapti valley 
 South and Central Indian megalithic areas 
 Baluchistan plains 
 Middle and Lower Ganges valleys 
 North west mainly Peshawar region 

In the Upper Ganges valley and the Indo Gangetic divide iron is first found associated around 800 BC with 
a culture known as Painted Greyware. Its use was sparse in the beginning but by the middle of the 6th 
century BC it had become fairly common and was associated with the new Northern Black Polished Ware 
culture. During this period its horizon expanded to include the central and lower Ganges valley where it 
marked a significant break from the earlier cultures. In the Malwa region and Tapti valley too it sites such 
as Nagda, Eran and Prakash, iron brought in an element of change in the earlier Chalcolithic cultures and it 
is possible that the use of iron was slightly earlier in this region (1000 BC) than in the Ganges Valley. At 
Hallur in north Karnataka iron appears to overlap the Neolithic implements of 900 BC 

Impact of Iron 

Iron brought in a change of economy, the characteristic feature of advanced type of agriculture. In the 
Ganges Valley and in the Malwa region iron led to the rise of urban areas. Both Brahmanical and Buddhist 
texts are full with reference to cities during the middle of the first millennium BC and at sites like 
Ahichhatra, Varanasi, Kausambi, Sravasti and Ujjayini the evidences of Iron age urbanization is available. 

By the middle of the 6th century BC some of these settlements had reached the proportions of urban 
centres. This suggests that for the first time since the decline of the Harappan civilization a substantial 
agricultural surplus which could sustain such urban centres had emerged. The use of silver and copper 
coins in large numbers during this period implies considerable trade and commerce. Some of the urban 
centres were also seats of political power as suggested by defence arrangements in some of them. Thus a 
political system with definable territorial units as its bases had developed by this time. 
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Neolithic Phase 

The Neolithic transition involved less a technological revolution than one in land use. After millennia of 
success as hunters and food gatherers people settled down to village life as farmers or stockbreeders. It 
cannot be coincidental that this process of settling down and tending to wheat, barley, cattle, sheep and 
goat species is first found in South Asia at a site in a frontier region, Mehrgarh. There was no particular 
period in South Asia when hunters and gatherers took to agriculture and animal rearing. The Neolithic 
stage appeared in different regions at different times in each case with a unique stone and ceramic 
technology and range of domesticates. 

Neolithic cultures in the Jhelum valley and in the Garo and North Cachar hills exhibit a frontier character 
with artefactual links with cultures outside the subcontinent. On the other hand in Orissa we may have 
mingling of traditions from the northeast and the Deccan plateau. Like the Kachhi plain the region 
comprising the Belan valley at the edge of the Vindhya plateau and the adjoining Ganga plain around 
Allahabad is an important zone. 

Chalcolithic Phase 

After the Harappan civilization we have a sequence of Chalcolithic cultures which span the second 
millennium BC and extend geographically from the Banas and Berach basins northeast of Udaipur through 
Malwa and into western Maharashtra up to the Bhima valley. Stratigraphy at key sites such as Dangwada 
and Kayatha near Ujjain and Daimabad on the Pravara shows that the Kayatha culture was succeeded by 
the Banas, Malwa and Jorwe cultures in turn. These cultures exhibit some similarities in subsistence 
economies, house form, flaked stone tools, and limited use of copper. Thus it is possible to consider a 
process of cultural development and transmission of ideas for about a millennium along the important 
marshland of west-central India which gave access to the productive basins of the Krishna and 
Tungabhadra where settlements of the southern Neolithic flourished. 

Early Iron Phase 

Just as the emergence of settled village life took different forms in different parts of the country so also 
the introduction of iron occurred at different times in different contexts. On the basis of available 
radiocarbon dates it was suggested that iron working might have begun in Malwa around 1100 BC. This 
was based on the argument that there was continuity between Chalcolithic and Iron Age material cultural 
at sites in Malwa and the dates for the terminal phases of the Chalcolithic period here around were around 
1300 BC. Since 1963 when D D Kosambi made the assertion that extensive forest clearance and agrarian 
settlement would not have been possible in the Ganga plains without the use of iron, archeologists have 
been exploring the connection between the introduction of iron technology, settlements patterns and 
political developments in northern India. 

Geographical distribution and characteristics of Pastoral and Farming communities (2000-500 BC) 

The region falls into three major areas: the stretch between Peshawar and Taxila comprising the Peshawar 
valley and the Potwar plateau, the area between Swat and Chitral and finally the valley of Kashmir. The 
Neolithic levels of Saraikhola in the Potwar plateau gave way to Kot Diji related horizon and in some way 
this region as a whole was within the trading network of the contemporary Indus plains. In the Swat Chitral 
region the large number of sites that have been excavated show the use of different metals, stone and 
other objects among which are shell, coral and ivory which must have reached this region from the Indus 
plains. The rock shelter site of Ghaligai which perhaps goes back to 3000 BC provides the baseline in Swat 
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-Chitral. The proto-historic graveyards of the region are dated between the second quarter of the second 
millennium BC and the late centuries BC. The evidence of such graveyards and associated settlements has 
been categorised as the Gandhara Grave Culture. 

These Copper Age graves are marked by in-flexed burials and urn burials after cremation. Grave sites and 
associated settlements have been investigated at a large number of sites including Loebanr, Aligrama, 
Birkot Ghundai, Kherari, Lalbatai, Timargarha, Balambat, Kalako-Deray and Zarif Karuna located in the 
valleys of Chitral, Swat, Dir and Buner etc. In Kashmir more than 30 Neolithic sites have been found 
scattered but most of them are in the Baramula, Anantnag and Srinagar regions. This distribution points 
out that this was not a culture isolated from the plains. Handmade grey pottery with a mat impressed base 
is a distinguishing feature of the ceramic phase of the Kashmir Neolithic at both its excavated sites - 
Gufkral and Burzahom. The Neolithic phase in Kashmir merged into a megalithic phase around the middle 
of the second millennium BC. Handmade grey pottery with a mat impressed base is a distinguishing 
feature of the ceramic phase of the Kashmir Neolithic at both its excavated sites- Gufkral and Burzahom. 
The Neolithic phase in Kashmir merged into a megalithic phase around the middle of the second 
millennium BC. 

1. Ladakh and Almora 

The handmade red pottery excavated at Kiari in Ladakh has been compared with similar pottery of the 
Burzahom Neolithic Period II. Four hearths occur in three successive phases and there are domestic cattle, 
sheep and goat. Its date is 1000 BC. Giak a similar site at a distance of less than 10 km and located in the 
same geographical situation yielded a single radiocarbon date which goes back to the 6th millennium BC. 
In the UP Himalayas near Almora megalithic burials have been noticed and the upper filling of a cist 
yielded a date of third millennium BC. The cist-burials of this area show horse burials and red, grey and 
black pots. Uleri an iron-smelting site near Almora shows a date range of 1022-826 BC. 

2. Northeast Rajasthan 

It was Jodhpura a large mound on the bank of the non perennial Sabi or Sahibi River which first yielded 
evidence of Ganeshwar-Jodhpura culture belonging to the fourth and third millennia BC. Wheelmade 
orange to deep red color, decorated with incised designs and possessing shapes including dish on stand 
was found at Ganeshwar in a small Aravalli valley on the Delhi-Jaipur railway line. A large number of 
copper artefacts including a distinct type of arrowhead were found in the Ganeshwar excavations. 
Ganeshwar has been re-excavated and a large number of sites have been located in various parts of 
northeast Rajasthan especially in Sikar, Jaipur and Churu districts. 

These Copper Age graves are marked by in-flexed burials and urn burials after cremation. Grave sites and 
associated settlements have been investigated at a large number of sites including Loebanr, Aligrama, 
Birkot Ghundai, Kherari, Lalbatai, Timargarha, Balambat, Kalako-Deray and Zarif Karuna located in the 
valleys of Chitral, Swat, Dir and Buner etc. In Kashmir more than 30 Neolithic sites have been found 
scattered but most of them are in the Baramula, Anantnag and Srinagar regions. This distribution points 
out that this was not a culture isolated from the plains. Handmade grey pottery with a mat impressed base 
is a distinguishing feature of the ceramic phase of the Kashmir Neolithic at both its excavated sites - 
Gufkral and Burzahom. The Neolithic phase in Kashmir merged into a megalithic phase around the middle 
of the second millennium BC. Handmade grey pottery with a mat impressed base is a distinguishing 
feature of the ceramic phase of the Kashmir Neolithic at both its excavated sites- Gufkral and Burzahom. 
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The Neolithic phase in Kashmir merged into a megalithic phase around the middle of the second 
millennium BC. 

3. South India 

This area is broadly known as the Southern Neolithic Culture with geographical variations in each of the 
three component states. It consists of the Karnataka plateau; the plateau region of north-western part of 
TN and the tract of Telengana and Rayalseema in AP. Neolithic sites are abound in the region. Around 
Tekkalakota alone there are 19 of them. The flat topped granite hills of the region and the river banks 
seem to have provided a suitable occupation ground for the Neolithic settlers. Their principal excavated 
sites include Brahmagiri, Maski, Piklihal, Utnur, Kupgal, Hallur, Nagarjunakonda, Veerapuram etc. A full 
fledged Chalcolithic complex occurs in Andhra. 

Among a large number of sites discovered in the Kurnool area, Singanapalli is a single culture site yielding 
a profuse quantity of painted pottery, stone blades etc. The area between the Vidarbha region of 
Maharashtra and the tip of the southern peninsula constitutes the major zone of the burial style denoted 
by various types of megaliths. This burial style continued well into the historical period in its main 
distribution area and is characterised by a host of megalithic structures such as cairn-circles, dolmen, 
menhirs and their extensive variations and combinations. 

4. Eastern India 

There are 70 odd reported Chalcolithic and Iron Age black and red ware sites in West Bengal distributed 
mostly in the area to the west of the Bhagirathi. The most impressive evidence of crops has occurred in the 
Chalcolithic context at Senuar-rice, barley, wheat, sorghum, millet, peas, lentil, sesamum and linseed. From 
approx the middle of the third millennium BC there were fully agricultural and pre-metallic villages with a 
wide range of crops on the river banks of a substantial area of Bihar. The relevant cultural material in 
Pandu Rajar Dhibi West Bengal consists of microliths blades and husk impressions of rice in the core of 
pottery. In Chirand, Bihar extensive evidence has been found in form of pottery, terracotta, bone tools, 
beads and remains of wheat, barley and rice. At Senuar in the Kaimur foothills three principal ceramic 
types were found. In addition to a rich microlithic industry there are bone tools, beads and miscellaneous 
stone objects, rice, barley and some millet. Rice is said to have been the principal crop. 

5. Malwa 

The protohistoric archaeology of MP is dominated by that of the Malwa region which is a large fertile 
plateau drained by the Chambal, Kali sindh, Narmada, Sipra, Betwa and other rivers and has some trunk 
routes from the north to the Deccan and West India passing through it. The area is dotted with 
Chalcolithic sites. The dominant pottery type was Black on red ware associated with other types like the 
Black and red ware. The implements used were primarily although Navdatoli possesses copper flat axes. 
Beads occur profusely and were made of diverse material. A number of crops were grown at Navdatoli. 
The Malwa culture falls broadly in the first half of the second millennium BC. Malwa was closely linked with 
Rajasthan on the one hand and the Deccan on the other. There is also evidence of fire-altars and perhaps 
temples at Dangwada which has also yielded evidence of bull worship. 

Indus Valley Civilization 

The sensational discoveries made at Harappa in West Punjab and Mohenjo-Daro  in Sind have 
revolutionised our idea of ancient Indian history. From the meagre evidence it may be concluded that the 
civilization represented by these two cities commonly known as the Indus Valley Civilization belonged to 
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the first half of the third millennium B.C. Further evidence indicates that they continued well into the 
second millennium B.C. Sir John Marshall the eminent Indologist opines that the civilization revealed at 
these two places leads one to the inference that it is not an incipient one but had begun ages earlier with 
many millennia of human endeavour behind it. The same high authority goes farther and declares that the 
civilization of India is even superior to that of Mesopotamia and Egypt. 

The Indus-Valley people were well-acquainted with the use both of cotton and wool. The numerous 
specimens of pottery, seals, bracelets etc reveal that arts and crafts florished. The people lived a very 
comfortable life in well built houses and baths. The streets were all well planned and drains regularly 
drained out. It was essentially urban civilization. The merchant class contributed to the general prosperity 
and trade contacts seem to have been established with the Sumerian and Mesopotamian civilization of 
those times. 

There are many unsolved problems relating to the Indus Valley Civilization. For instance numerous seals 
have been discovered with inscriptions of the figures of animals and names in a script which is 
undecipherable. Sir John Marshall says that nothing that we know of in other countries bears any 
resemblance in point of style to the models of rams, dogs or the intaglio engravings on the seals-the best 
of which are distinguished by a breadth of treatment and a feeling for line and plastic form that have 
hardly been surpassed in glyptic art. It was not the Aryans who brought civilization to India which is rather 
untenable stand taken by Indo-Germanic scholars who seem to think that anything good in the world 
could have come from Aryan Race. 

Major Cities And Their Features: 

Mohenjo-Daro  - Mohenjo-Daro  (Sind) is situated on the right bank of the Indus. 

Harappa - Harappa (Punjab, Pakistan) is located on the left bank of the Ravi. 

Chanhudaro - Chanhudaro lies on the left bank of the Indus about 130 km south of Mohenjo-Daro . 

Kalibangan - Kalibangan (Rajasthan) was on the banks of the river Ghaggar which dried up centuries ago. 

Lothal - Lothal is at the head of the Gulf of Cambay. 

Banawali - Banawali (Haryana) was situated on the banks of the now extinct Sarasvati River. 

Surkotada - Surkotada (Gujarat) is at the head of the Rann of Kutch. 

Dholavira - Dholavira (Gujarat) excavated is in the Kutch district 

The Indus or the harappan culture is the older than the earlier chalcolithic culture, but it is far more 
developed than these cultures. Before the discovery of Harappa, the history was considered to be 
commenced from vedic age. With findings of Indus civilisation, the history was pushed back by more than 
2000 years. Harappan civilisation or Indus valley civilisation was one of the oldest civilisation of the world. 

Meaning of Harappan civilisation: 

The term harappan denotes the fair phase of human life in the Indian subcontinent characterized by the 
existence of the flourishing urban centres. The emergence of city life was indication of life and over the 
period of time more than 1000 towns and cities emerged in different parts of Indian subcontinent.  

Nature and character of the Harappan civilisation  
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The harappan civilisation was one of the greatest civilisations of human history. The archaeological 
evidences gathered from various harappan centre throw light on the nature and character of the 
civilisation.  

1.  The civilisation was indigenous in character. The recent archaeological evidences have successfully 
traced the antecedent cultures and the communities of the great civilisation.  

2.  The harappan civilisation was urban in nature. It was also characterized by predominance of secondary 
economic activities. Arts and crafts and trade and commerce formed the occupation of the migratory of 
the harappan population.  

3. The civilisation belongs to great tradition. The archaeological sources discovered from different 
harappan settlements indicate that most the harappan people were literate and knew how to read and 
write. The discovery of inscriptions on the pots and seals of common use indicate that the makers and 
users of these items were aware of what was written on them. It also indicates that majority of the 
population were literate. 

4. The harappan civilisation also witnessed highly evolved socio-cultural life. The people used different 
means of entertainment such as game of dice, various playing items and figurines, etc. the harappan were 
also aware of the art of dancing as indicated by the discovery of bronze dancing girl from Mohenjo-Daro. 
The Harappans also used various kind of jewelleries and ornaments. The discovery of vanity case from 
Harappa and lipstick from chanhudaro also indicate that the Harappans were quite conscious of their 
physical beauty. 

5. The civilisation was peace loving. The archaeological evidences indicate that warrior class was absent in 
the harappan population. Only knives and daggers have been discovered during excavations and the 
offensive weapons such as swords and shield, etc could not be found. These evidences throw light the 
Harappan were not indulged in wars and battles. The attention was paid to the fortification of cities also 
indicate that the Harappans were basically peace-loving people.  

6. The harappan civilisation was materialistic in outlook. The material prosperity of the harappan 
settlements and the economic activities pursued by the harappan people indicate that these Harappans 
invested their energy in improving the material condition and did not pay much attention to the 
philosophical aspect of life. 

7. The civilisation was also characterized by its utilitarian outlook. The utility of items was more important 
than the refinement. The walls of the houses were without painting or decoration and the doors were also 
plain.  

8. The Harappan civilisation was cosmopolitan.  They had close contact with outside world and easily 
adopted the various elements of other civilisations. The vanity case and the evidence of coffin burial 
indicate the influence of the Mesopotamian civilisation. 

9. The harappan civilisation was a multi-ethnic civilisation as well. The evidences indicate that the people 
belonging to different racial groups lived in the harappan cities and towns. These groups included 
Mediterranean, proto-Australoids, Alpinoid, Mongloids. 

10. The civilisation had various class in the harappan society. The rich and powerful lived in the fortified 
area. The discovery of small single roomed barracks indicated the presence of labour class. The findings 
from the graves also indicate that the social hierarchy was present in the harappan civilisation.  
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11. The similarities in the pattern of planning and uniformity in weights and measures, bricks and pottery 
etc indicate that the harappan civilisation was governed by some central authority. 

12. The religious life was also highly evolved. The archeological evidences indicate that different religious 
faiths were pursued by the harappan people. They practiced nature worship, various gods and goddesses. 
Animal worship was also practiced by them. The philosophical aspect of religion was also quite developed. 
Because the evidences indicate that the Harappans believed in life after death. They were secular in nature.  

13. Harappans were liberal and progressive in nature. The elements of foreign cultures, absence of sharp 
discriminations among various groups of society also indicate that they were liberal and progressive.  

14. It was Bronze Age civilisation as well. Because the age of the harappan civilisation was characterized by 
the use of bronze throughout the world. 

15. The harappan civilisation was a proto-historic also. Because the knowledge about this great civilisation 
has been derived from archaeological evidences only. The script is yet to be deciphered. 

16. The technological know-how of the harappan civilisation was also of quite high level. The Harappans 
knew the technique of making bronze by mixing tin and copper. The architectural technologies were also 
highly developed as indicated by the discovery of dockyards and many big buildings. The Harappans were 
aware of technique of water proofing and they also built dams for flood irrigation. 

Geographical extent  

The Indus civilisation arose in the north-western part of the Indian subcontinent. It is called Harappan 
because this civilisation was discovered first in 1921 at the modern site of Harappa situated in the province 
of west Punjab in Pakistan. The Harappa culture covered part of Punjab, Haryana, Sindh, Baluchistan, 
Gujarat, Rajasthan, and the fringes of western Uttar Pradesh. It extends from Jammu in the north to the 
Narmada in the south and from the Makran coast of Baluchistan in the west to Meerut in the north-east. 
The area formed a triangle and is larger than the Pakistan and certainly bigger than the Egypt an 
Mesopotamia.  

More than 1000 sites have been discovered so far in the subcontinent. They belong to the early, mature, 
and late phases of the harappan culture. But the numbers belonging to the mature harappan phase are 
limited. Of these, the two most important cities were Harappa in Punjab and Mohenjo-Daro in the Sindh, 
both forming parts of Pakistan. Situated at a distance of 483 km they were linked together by the Indus. A 
third city lay at Chahnudaro about 130km south of Mohenjo-Daro. Fourth city at Lothal, Gujarat at the 
head of Gulf of Camay.  Another city lay at Kalibangan in northern Rajasthan, Banawali was found in hissar 
district of Haryana. It saw two cultural phases, pre-harappan and harappan, similar to that of kalibangan. 
To the harappan period belong the remains of mud-brick platforms, and of streets and drains. The 
harappan culture is noticeable in its mature and flourishing stage at all these six places. It is also found in 
its mature phase in the coastal cities of Sutkagendor and Surkotada, each one of which is marked by a 
citadel. The later harappan phase is found in Rangpur and Rojdi in the Kathiawar peninsula in Gujarat.  

Social life of Harappan civilisation 

The archeological evidences discovered from various harappan settlements throw light on the nature and 
character of the harappan social life. These evidences indicate that the social institutions and practices 
were present in emboldened form. The social life was egalitarian in outlook. Sharp discrimination was 
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absent among people on the basis of religious views, racial background and cultural differences. The 
people practicing different crafts were living together. 

 It was of liberal character. They has assumed number of elements of foreign elements. The 
cosmopolitan outlook of the harappan settlements clearly indicates the liberal attitude. 

 The social stratification was prevalent in the society. Because some of the people were living in big 
houses while many were living in one roomed barracks. The items of the common use found from 
the graves also indicate that some people were rich while others were poor in harappan cities. 

 The harappan social life was heterogeneous racial composition in nature. The social was multi-
ethnic as people of different racial features used to live in cities. 

 The harappan people were materialistic. They attached great significance to the material 
possessions. 

 The existence of specialized crafts group was another important feature of the harappan society. 
This indicated that division of labour was practiced in towns and cities. 

 The evidences also show that the social evils like untouchability were absent in the harappan 
society. Because no rigid segregation was practiced in the lower town where majority of the 
population used to live. 

 On the basis of predominance of mother goddess and discovery of large number of female 
figurines Sir John Marshal has opined that the status of woman was high in the harappan society.   

Religious life of harappan civilisation  

There has been considerable discussion among scholars about the nature and character of the religious 
practices of harappan people. The mute survivors of the harappan past do not tell us anything. One major 
problem is that without written information it is difficult to differentiate their sacred and secular activities. 
Thus, it seems that any or every find from Harappa might have a sacred content. However, we shall try to 
understand the religious beliefs of the Harappans with the help of modern parallels. a large numbers of 
buildings in the citadel and the lower town at Mohenjo-Daro are believed to have been temples of gods. 
This view is supported by the fact that most the large stone sculptures were found in these buildings. In 
the lower city at Mohenjo-Daro a large building has been discovered. It has a monumental entrance and a 
double stairway leading to a raised platform on which was found a stone sculpture. It is a seated man with 
hands on knees. It has a bearded face with a fillet passing over a receding forehead and hanging down in 
two strands at the back. Another stone was discovered in the same building. This is why some scholars 
have identified this building with temple. But no temple evidence has been discovered from harappan 
civilisation.  

Considering the status of women in harappan society, numerous figurines of women have been 
discovered. In one figurine a plant is shown growing out of the embryo of  a woman. Probably the image 
represents the goddess of earth. The Harappans looked upon the earth as a fertility goddess ad 
worshipped her I the same manner as the Egyptians worshipped the Nile goddess Isis. Some Vedic texts 
throw light o the reverence to the earth goddess, although she is not given any prominence. Only from 
sixth century A.D. onwards various mother goddess such as Durga, Amba, Kali, Chandi etc came to be 
regarded as goddesses in the puranas and in the Tantra literature. In course of time every village came to 
have its own separate goddess. Some male deities were also worshipped by the harappan people as 
indicated by the Proto-Shiva on a seal found from Mohenjo-Daro. This Proto-Shiva had many similarities 
with the Rudra of Vedic period. The Proto-Shiva is represented in the sitting posture of a yogi, placing one 
foot on the other. This god is surrounded by an elephant, a tiger, a rhinoceros and has a buffalo below his 
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throne. At his feet appear two deer. The seal immediately recalls to out mind the traditional image of 
Pashupati Mahadev. The four animals surrounded look towards the four directions of the earth. They may 
have been used as vehicles for gods, because in later Hinduism every god has its own conveyance for his 
movements. In addition to the use of image of Shiva, we also come across the prevalence of phallus 
worship, which became so intimately connected with Shiva in later times. The Harappans believed in 
fertility cult. Numerous seals of phallus and female sex organs made of stone have been discovered in 
Harappa. They were possibly meant for worship.  

The people of Indus also worshiped animals. Bull was held sacred by them. Many of them were 
represented on seal. The people also worshiped nature. A number of natural forces such as water, fire and 
trees were worshiped. The evidence from kalibanga, lothal and banawali indicate that the Harappans used 
fire altars. The picture of a diety is represented on the midst of the branches of the pipal. The inhabitants 
of the Indus region worshiped gods in the form of trees, animals and human beings, but the gods were 
not placed in the temple. Harappans also believed in the magical power of the amulets and talisman as 
number of amulets have been discovered . probably the Harappans believed that ghosts and evil forces 
were capable of harming them and, therefore, they used the amulets as a protection against them. The 
Atharva-veda which is associated with charms and spells, and recommends amulets for warding off the 
diseases and evil forces.  

Serpent worship was also carried out by them. The evidence indicate that the Harappans used to please 
their deity by some kind of oil and fragrance. This has been indicated by black mark found around the 
figurine of mother goddess. The highly developed material culture of the harappan civilisation indicate 
that the harapans were materialistic and religious activities were performed for material benefit.  

The absence of clearly established public religious buildings in the harappan settlements indicate that 
religion was a private affair and thus the life was secular. The philosophical dimensions were also in 
developed stage. Because the remains found throw light on the belief in the life after death. The items of 
common use placed along  with the burials for next world is found in large numbers. The simultaneous 
existence of various religious beliefs and practices indicate that the Harappans were religiously tolerant 
and followed the policy of peaceful co-existence.  

In Mohenjo-Daro several structures are reported from the citadel mound which seems to have had some 
ritual significance. Among them the great bath is the most famous. Such elaborate bathing arrangements 
were made in very sacred ritual spots in the subsequent historical phases in India. So it is likely that great 
bath was not only for bathing purpose but it has a ritual significance.  

The Burial Of The Dead  

Disposal of the dead has been an important religious activity of the human beings. This is because the 
attitude towards the dead is linked up with the human beliefs regarding this life and life after death. The 
harappan civilisation has not yielded any monuments for the dead which could equal the pyramid of egypt 
or the royal cemetry of the Mesopotamia city of Ur, in its grandeur.  

In harappa we have discovered many graves. dead bodies were placed north-south directions. bodies were 
laid on their back. the evidence of this practice had been discovered from harappa and many other places. 
the Harappans also used the practise of fractional burial. in this practise, hte corpse was placed in an open 
groud for sometime to be eaten by wild beasts and birds and the remains of the bones were buried. 
evidence of this practice was found from bahiwalpur. the Harappans also practised post-cremation burial. 
in this practise the dead body was burnt and the remains of the ashes were placed in earthern pot and 
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buried. the burial practises of the harappan civilisation also indicate some regional variations . the people 
of kalibangan practiced pit burial. post burial was practiced at surkotda . the coffin burial was practiced at 
harappa and joint burial was practiced at lothal and kalibanga.the elements associated with the burial 
practises indicate that Harappans believed in life after death. the harappan cemetries were located away 
from habitationa area and this indicate their high level of civic sense. the Harappans formed an important 
stage  in the evolution of method to dispose the dead bodies because many of these practises are still 
being practiced. 

Town Planning In Indus Valley Civilization 

The most characteristic feature of the Harappan Civilization was its urbanization. The cities show evidence 
of an advanced sense of planning and organization. Each city was divided into the citadel area where the 
essential institutions of civic and religious life were located and the residential area where the urban 
population lived. In the citadel the most impressive buildings were the granaries which were store -houses. 
Near the granaries were the furnaces where the metal workers produced a variety of objects in metals such 
as copper, bronze, lead and tin. The potters also worked in this part. The workers lived together in small 
quarters near the factory. Another well-known building was the Great Bath. It might have served the 
purpose of ritual bathing vital to any religious ceremony in India. In Mohenjo daro there is also a large 
building which appears to have been the house of the governor. Another building nearby was either a 
meeting hall or a market place. Below the citadel in each city lay a town proper. 

The town was extremely well planned. The street ran straight and at right angles to each other following 
the grid system. The rectangular town planning was unique to the Harappans and was not known in 
Mesopotamia or Egypt. The streets were very wide and the houses built of burnt bricks lined both sides of 
the street. In Egypt and Mesopotamia dried or baked bricks were used. The houses were of varying sizes 
which suggest class differences in Harappan society. A well laid drainage system kept the cities clean. 

Harappan Trade 

The Harappan people traded with the people of Sumer and with the towns lying along the Persian Gulf. 
Harappan seals and other small objects used by the merchants and traders for stamping their goods have 
been found in Mesopotamia. The merchandise was shipped from Lothal and incoming goods were 
received here. Weights and measures which were very accurately graded point to a very high degree of 
exchange. 

Others attribute it to some kind of depression in the land which caused floods. Others point out that the 
Harappan culture was destroyed by the Aryans but there is hardly any evidence of a mass scale 
confrontation between the two. 

the importance of the trade in life of the indus people is attested not only by granaries found at harappa, 
lothal and Mohenjo-Daro  but also by the presence of numerous seals, uniform script and regulated 
weights and measures in wide area. the trade and commerce wa an integral feature of harappan 
civilisation . the archaeological excavations have revealed tha tthe Harappans practised trade and 
commercial activities on a large scale. the flourishing trade and commerce had played an important role in 
the emergence of harappan civilisation. because the harappan cities and towns sustained only on the trade 
and commercial activities. 

Harappan trade and commerce was highly develepod. they carried considerable trade in stone, metal, 
shell, etc,. within the indus culture zone. They maintained close trade relations with various parts of India 
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and outside world and because of this the trade was inter-regional and intra-regional. they enjoyed close 
relations with central India, western coast, eastern India and southern India. Harappans also traded with 
Mesopotamian civilisation. Harappans did not possess the necessary raw material for the commodities 
they produced. they did not use metal money. They carried out barter system.  

Harappan trade and commerce was carried out through over land and sea routes both. the rivers were also 
used for navigation purposes. they knew the use of wheel and carts with solid wheels were in use in 
harappa. They carried commercial links with area of rajasthan and also with afghanistan and iran. they had 
set up trading colony in northern afghanistan which evidently facilitated trade with central asia.  many 
harappa seal have been found from Mesopotamia and it seems that the Harappans imitated some 
cosmetics used by the urban people of Mesopotamia.  

The Harappans carried on lapiz-lazuli which may have contributed to the social prestige of ruling class. the 
Mesopotamian records from about 2350b.c. onwards refer to trade relations with Meluha, which was the 
ancient name given to the Indus region. their text speak of two intermediate trading stations called dilmun 
and meluha. Dilmun can probably be identified with bahrain on the persian gulf.  

 The Harappans exported food grains, cotton and various manufacturing commodities such as the beads, 
figurines and ivory goods etc. the harappan also exported ebony wood and peacocks as well to different 
parts of the world. in return of these exports the harappan imported precious metals such as gold and 
silver, semi-precious stones such as amethyst, lapis-lazuli etc,.  

Significance and impact of harappan trade:  

The harappan trade was of great significance. The flourishing trade and commerce had played an 
important role in creating the conditions responsible for the emergence of harappan civilisation. the 
favourable balance of trade had resulted in the inflow of wealth into towns and cities and the material 
prosperity of harappan settlements was dependent on this . the trade also gave boost to arts and crafts 
because of favourable trade balance, large number of arts and crafts emerged in harappan civilisation. 
urbanization was the outcome of developed arts and crafts. Major urban centres were basically the centres 
of arts and crafts only. The transforming socio-cultural life was result of this trade. The external trade 
relations played important role in the emergence of materialistic outlook in harappan cities and towns. the 
multi-class character of harappan society was also the product of the flourishing trade and commerce and 
arts and crafts because of these secondary economic activities, various groups such as merchants, artisans, 
craftsmen and labourers merged. Emergence of cosmopolitan outlook of the harappan civilisation was the 
outcome of developed trade and commerce. The commercial relations also played important role in the 
development of science and technology, means of communications and growth of exchange networks. 
The multiethnic character of harappan civilisation was the product of developed trade and commerce 
because of these deep rooted impacts the harappan trade resulted in the large scale transformation of the 
settlements of Indian sub-continent and many of them were successfully transformed into urban towns 
and cities. the urbanization was dependent on the trade and commercial activities because till the time 
harappan trade and commerce remained in developed state, these urban centres continued to flourish and 
survive. The decline in trade and commerce sealed the fate of these urban centres. 

Harappan Pottery 

The Harappan pottery is bright or dark red and uniformly sturdy and well baked. It consists chiefly of 
wheel made wares both plain and painted. The plain pottery is more common than the painted ware. The 
plain ware is usually of red clay with or without a fine red slip. The painted pottery is of red and black 
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colours. Several methods were used by people for the decoration of pottery. Geometrical patterns, circles, 
squares and triangles and figures of animals, birds, snakes or fish are frequent motifs found in Harappan 
pottery. Another favourite motive was tree pattern. Plants, trees and pipal leaves are found on pottery. A 
hunting scene showing two antelopes with the hunter is noticed on a pot shreds from the cemetery H.A jar 
found at Lothal depicts a scene in which two birds are seen perched on a tree each holding a fish in its 
beak. Below it is an animal with a short thick tail which can be a fox according to S R Rao. He also refers to 
the presence of few fish on the ground. Harappan people used different types of pottery such as glazed, 
polychrome, incised, perforated and knobbed. 

The glazed Harappan pottery is the earliest example of its kind in the ancient world. Polychrome pottery is 
rare and mainly comprised small vases decorated with geometric patterns mostly in red, black and green 
and less frequently in white and yellow. Incised ware is rare and the incised decoration was confined to the 
bases of the pans. Perforated pottery has a large hole at the bottom and small holes all over the wall and 
was probably used for straining liquor. Knobbed pottery was ornamented on the outside with knobs. The 
Harappan pottery includes goblets, dishes, basins, flasks, narrow necked vases, cylindrical bottles, 
tumblers, corn measures, spouted vases and a special type of dish on a stand which was a offering stand 
or incense burner. 

Crafts 

The harappan urban culture belongs to the bronze age. the people of harappa used many tools and 
implements of stone, but they were very well acquinted with the manufacture and use of bronze. 
ordinarily, bronze was made by smiths by mixing tin with copper, but they occasionally also mixed arsenic 
with copper for this purpose. as neither tin nor copper was easily available to the Harappans, bronze tools 
do not abound in the region. the impurities of the ores show that copper was obtained from the khetri 
mines of rajasthan, although  it could alsobe brought from baluchistan. tin was possibly brought  with 
difficulty from afghanistan, although its old workings are stated to have been found in hazaribagj and 
bastar. they produced not only images and itensils but also various tools and weapons such as axes, saws, 
knives and spears.   

Several other important crafts flourished in harappan towns.  a piece of woven cotton has been recovered 
form mohenjo-daro, and textile impression have been found on several objects. spindle whorls were used 
for spinning. weavers wove cloth of wool and cotton. huge brick structures suggest that bricklying was an 
important craft, and attest to the existence of a class of masons. the Harappans also practised boat 
making, seal making and terracotta manufacturing were also important. 

Agriculture and Domestication of animals 

In the fourth centuary b.c. Indus region possessed more natural vegetation which attracted more rainfall. 
its prosperous villages and towns show that it was fertile in ancient times. it supplied timber fuel for baking 
bricks on a large scale and also for construction. in course of time natural vegetation was destroyed by the 
extension for agriculture, large-scale grazing and supply of fuel. 

A far more reason for the fertility of the area seems to have been annual inundation in the Indus river. the 
indus caried far more alluvial silt than the nile in egypt and deposited it on the flood plains. just as the nile 
created egypt and supported its people, so also the indus created sindh and fed its people. 

Indus people sowed seed in the flood plain and reaped their harvests of wheat and barley in april before 
the advent of flood. no hoe or ploughshare has been discovered but the furrows discovered in the pre-



Institute for Administrative Services ®Ancient History Page 19 

harappan phase at kalibangan show that fields were ploughed in rajasthan in harappan period. Harappans 
probably used the wooden ploughshare. stone sickles may have been used for harvesting the crops. 
gabarbands or nalas enclosed by dams for storing water were features in the parts of baluchistan and 
afghanistan, but channel or irrigation seems to have been absent. the harappan villages mostly situated 
near the flood plains, produced sufficient food grains not only for themselves but for others also who were 
not directly concerned with food-producing activities. 

The indus people produced wheat, barley, rai, peas etc. they produced two types of wheat and barley. a 
good quantity of barley has been discovered at banawali but in lothal, people usedrice whose remains 
have been discovered. food grains were stored in granaries in both Mohenjo-Daro  and harappan and 
possibly in kalibangan. probably cereals were received as taxes from peasants and stored in granaries for 
the payments of wages. the indus people were the earliest people to produce cotton because cotton was 
first produced in this area. the greeks called it sindon, derived from sindh.  

Although the Harappans practised agriculture, animals were raised on a large scale. oxen, buffaloes, goats , 
sheep and pigs were domesticated, humped bulls were favoured by the Harappans. there is evidence of 
dogs and cats from the outset, and asses and camels were bred and were obviusly used as beasts of 
burden, and the latter may also have been used for ploughing. evidence of the horse from a superficial 
level of mohenjo-daro and from a doubtful terracota figurine from lothal. the remains of a horse are 
reported from surkotda, situated in west gujarat, and relate to around 2000b.c. but the identity is doubtful. 
in any case, the harappan culture was not horse-centred. neither the bones of a horse nor its 
representations have been traced in early and mature harappan cultures. elephants were well known to the 
Harappans, who were also acquinted with rhinoceros. the contemporary sumerian cities in Mesopotamia 
produced virtually the same food grains and domesticated the same animals as did the Harappans, but the 
Harappans in gujarat produced rice and domesticated elephants which was not the case with the 
Mesopotamia. 

Stock breeding was important in Indus culture. Besides sheep and goats, dogs, humped cattle buffalo and 
elephant was certainly domesticated. The camel was rare and horse was not known. 

Science and Technology 

The rise of towns in the Indus zone was based on agricultural surplus, the making of bronze tools, various 
other crafts, and widespread trade and commerce. This is known as first urbanization in India. 

The Harappans attached great significance to the direction. Their cities were planned along the specific 
axis N-S orientation was used in burial practises. this indicates that the Harappans had some kind of 
astronomical knowledge the Harappans used different colours on their pots for polishing and paintings. 
the body of pots was generally painted in red ochre and on this red surface, black or white paintings were 
carried out. this indicates that harappan had some knowledge of chemical science. the evidences 
discovered from lothal and kalibangan indicate that Harappans carried out medical surgery as well. some 
skulls with stitch marks had been found from these places. the discovery of the symbol of eith on 
harappan seals and the definite ratio in the weights and measures used by Harappans indicate that thy 
had some knowledge of mathematics as well. the metallurgical know-how of harappan civilisation was also 
of high level. the Harappans used a number of metals such as gold, silver, copper and tin etc. they were 
also aware of the techniques of making bronze by mixing tin and copper. the technological advancement 
of harppan civilisation is also revealed by the arts and crafts. the works of civil engineering and means of 
communication were used by Harappans . a number of industries flourished in harappan towns and cities 
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like chanhudaro was famous for toy and bead industry, sukkur was famous for stone balathal was famous 
for cotton industry. the Harappans constituted a number of buildings such as the assembly hall, the 
granaries, and the forts etc. the harapans also constructed dams and dockyards. all these construction 
works throw light on the progress in civil engineering during harappan civilisation.  

Religion in the Indus Valley Civilization 

Clay figures of the Mother Goddess as the symbol of fertility have been found- these were worshipped by 
the people. A seated figure of a male god carved on a small stone seal was also found. The seal 
immediately brings to our mind the traditional image of Pasupati Mahadeva. In addition to this we come 
across numerous symbols of the phallus and female sex organs made of stone which may have been 
objects of worship. Certain trees seem to have been treated as sacred such as papal. They also held the 
bull sacred. Some Indus people buried their dead in graves others practised urn-burial. They believed that 
there was life after death because the graves often contained household pottery, ornaments and mirrors 
which might have belonged to the dead persons and which it was thought he or she might need after 
death. Around 1750 BC Mohenjo-Daro  and Harappa declined but the Harappan culture in the other cities 
faded out more gradually. Various causes have been suggested for this. Some ascribe it to decreasing 
fertility on account of the increasing salinity of the soil caused by the expansion of the neighbouring 
desert. 

Others attribute it to some kind of depression in the land which caused floods. Others point out that the 
Harappan culture was destroyed by the Aryans but there is hardly any evidence of a mass scale 
confrontation between the two. 

Harappan Pottery 

The Harappan pottery is bright or dark red and uniformly sturdy and well baked. It consists chiefly of 
wheel made wares both plain and painted. The plain pottery is more common than the painted ware. The 
plain ware is usually of red clay with or without a fine red slip. The painted pottery is of red and black 
colours. Several methods were used by people for the decoration of pottery. Geometrical patterns, circles, 
squares and triangles and figures of animals, birds, snakes or fish are frequent motifs found in Harappan 
pottery. Another favourite motive was tree pattern. Plants, trees and pipal leaves are found on pottery. A 
hunting scene showing two antelopes with the hunter is noticed on a pot shreds from the cemetery H.A jar 
found at Lothal depicts a scene in which two birds are seen perched on a tree each holding a fish in its 
beak. Below it is an animal with a short thick tail which can be a fox according to S R Rao. He also refers to 
the presence of few fish on the ground. Harappan people used different types of pottery such as glazed, 
polychrome, incised, perforated and knobbed. 

The glazed Harappan pottery is the earliest example of its kind in the ancient world. Polychrome pottery is 
rare and mainly comprised small vases decorated with geometric patterns mostly in red, black and green 
and less frequently in white and yellow. Incised ware is rare and the incised decoration was confined to the 
bases of the pans. Perforated pottery has a large hole at the bottom and small holes all over the wall and 
was probably used for straining liquor. Knobbed pottery was ornamented on the outside with knobs. The 
Harappan pottery includes goblets, dishes, basins, flasks, narrow necked vases, cylindrical bottles, 
tumblers, corn measures, spouted vases and a special type of dish on a stand which was a offering stand 
or incense burner. 

Weights and Measures 


